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INTRODUCTION

WHEN the first cdition of Ratzel's Volkerkunde was published in 1885-88 it at
once took its position as a guide-book to the study of Man and Civilization. To
those beginning anthropological work it offered the indispensable outline sketches
of the races of mankind, especially of the savage and barbaric peoples who display
culture in its carlier stages, thus aiding the great modern nations to understand
themselves, to weigh in a just balance their own merits and defects, and even in
some measure to forecast from their own development the 'possibilitics of the
future. So good a judge as Professor Virchow wrote of the work on its first
appearance, that since the time of Prichard and Waitz no such extensive attempt
had been made to represent our knowledge of the lower races of mankind,
immenscly augmented as this has been by the researches of travellers, the
exhibition of savages in Europe, and the information opened to the public by the
great muscums. The present English translation is from the second German
cdition of 1894-93, revised, and condensed from three to two volumes. Special
mention must be made of the illustrations, 1160 in number, which in excellence
surpass those which had hitherto come within the range of any work on Man
intended for general circulation. These, be it observed, are no mere book-
decorations, but a most important part of the apparatus for realising civilization
in its successive stages. They offer, in a way which no verbal description can
attain to, an introduction and guide to the use of the museum collections on
which the Science of Man comes more and more to depend in working out the
'theory of human development. Works which combine this material presentation
of culture with the best descriptions by obscrvant travellers, promote most the
great object of displaying mankind as related together in Nature through its very
variation. The Rev. J. G. Wood's Natural History of Man and Dr. Robert
Brown’s Races of Mankind have in this way done much to promote anthropology.
The bodily differences between races can only, it is true, be represented by
descriptions and well-chosen portraits, minute physical classification belonging to
a region only accessible to anatomists. The classification of peoples by their
languages can only be illustrated by examples chosen from the grammar and
dictionary, so as to make plain the conclusions of comparative philology without
the claborate detail of a linguistic treatise. But a fuller though less technical
treatment of the culture-side of human life lies more readily open. The material
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arts of war, subsistence, pleasure, the stages of knO\\'ledge, morals, religion, may
be so brought to view that a compendium of them, as found among the ruder
peoples, may serve not only as a lesson-book for the learner, but as a reference-
book for the learned. ' '

In our time there has come to the front a special study of human life through such
object-lessons as are furnished by the specimens in museums. These things used to
be little more than curiosities belonging to the life of barbarous tribes, itself begin-
ning to be recognised as curious and never suspected of being instructive. Nowa-
days, it is better understood that they are material for the student « looking before
and after.” In the collections which enshrine them for perpetual knowledge, they
fulfil in two different ways their illustration of the course of culture. In the way
which is, and probably always must be, the more usual, all the objects which go
to furnish the life of a people are grouped together, cach group finding its proper
level. Thus in the Ethnographic Galleries of the British Museum, the general
condition or “altogether” (to use the useful old-fashioned term) of Australians,
Polynesians, Negroes, Tartars, presents more or less definite groups of objects in
which art and habit have fixed themselves at a consistent level. Where the
rooting-stick appears among the Bushmen as a savage implement, we find in
Africa an iron hoe (vol. i. pp. $8, 89). The South Sca Islander can sketch a rough
map, and ingeniously ties together a little framework of sticks (see vol. i. p. 165)
to scrve as sailing directions on his voyages across the ocean; this bears
no discreditable comparison to the compass and measured chart of civilized
navigation. The group-pictures, which show not only the bodies but the
conditions of a rude race, illustrate this stratification of culture in a suggestive if
rough educational way. Here in the frontispiece of the first volume the Bushman
leans against a rock, which also conveniently supports his knobkerry ; in his hand
is the pipe of antelope-horn for smoking hemp ; one child is splitting a bone for
marrow with a stone implement (which, however, does not belong to modern
times), while another child carries a bull-roarer, as the Berlin street-boys did lately
till the police stopped the whirling of this mystic toy ; the wife carries ostrich-
cggs in a net, and round her! neck are teeth strung as charms, while her glass
beads, made probably at Mifrano, show the beginnings of contact with the civilized
world ; the small bow with its quiver of poisoned arrows, and the water-skin which
makes life possible in the thirsty desert, fills up the foreground of the picture,
- Among such rude tribes the simplicity of life is such that from a group like this,
or the picture of a farm among the Igorotes of the Philippine Islands (Plate at’
P- 393), which shows these rude negritos engaged in their various occupations,
something like a real representation of their life as a whole is possible. More
advanced states of civilization become too complex for this to be any longer possible.
Among barbaric and much more among civilized peoples, a mere trophy of
ordinary weapons and utensils (eg. Plate at p. 232) is enough to fill the picture,
and life has to be divided into many departments to give even an idea of what
uscful and artistic objects belong to each. In cthnographic collections, where the
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productions of a tribe or nation are grouped locally or nationally togéthcr, the
student of culture has before him the record of similar human nature and
circumstance working so uniformly as to present in cach class of objects evident
formative principles, developed in various degrees. He finds, or hopes by further
rescarch to find, in every such class courses of gradual invention resembling
growth. Thus among the implements of different regions, the withe-bound stone
hatchet of the Australian takes an early place in the series among whose later
members are the bronze hatchet of Egypt and the steel axe of modern Europe.
So among means of literary record, the picture-writing of the American Indian
presents a lower form than the mingled pictures and phonetic symbols of ancient
Egypt, which again lecad on to alphabetic writing. At Oxford, the Pitt-Rivers
Collection in the University Museum is devoted to the material evidence of the
laws of development of art, custom, and belief, to investigate which by means of
specimens brought together from all accessible regions and ages, and arranged in
series according to their form and purpose, has been one of the lifelong labours of
the founder. The working of such a method may in some degree be shown from
the illustrations of the present work, The Damara bow, though no longer carried
as a weapon, retains the purpose of a musical instrument which is gripped by the
teceth and the tense bowstring struck with a stick; other tribes improve this
primitive stringed instrument by fastening to the wood a hollow gourd or similar
resonator to increase the sound, and from some such stage, by making the bow and
resonator in one piece and stretching a series of strings across the bow, there arises
the African harp, a typical form representing the primitive harp and lute forms of
the world (illustrations of this will be given in the next volume). Not indeed that
such progressive improvement is the sole rule, for degeneration is active also,
as when low culture leads to inferior adaptation of a known type. It has been
thought that the rude wooden crossbow of the Fans of the Gaboon (see vol. i.
p. 86) represents an carly rude stage in the development of the weapon, but it is
on the contrary a feeble copy of the arbalest carried by the Portuguese of the
sixteenth century, and thus interesting as an example of degeneration.

In a work whose value depends so largely on its illustrative pictures, decorative
art must be conspicuous. It is well that it should be so, opening out, as it docs,
an important problem which we are obliged in great measure to deal with empiri-
cally from imperfect knowledge of its principles. Even practically, the civilized world
has no exclusive possession of the secret of decorative art. There abound in our
shops costly things made and sold for little other purpose than to be pretty,
which are nevertheless unsatisfactory to the educated eye. On the other hand,
savages or barbarians, though looked down upon as of low intelligence, produce
objects which all must admit to show artistic taste. The reader will find proof
sufficient of this in the pictures of carvings and mats from Papua and Polynesia
(Pp- 241, 244, 247, 249, 262). Now what is it that makes some lines beautiful,
and one more beautiful than another? It will be said in answer that beauty of out-
line depends on boldness, firmness, and evident intention in drawing, which no doubt
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is partly true, but some lines are stiff and ugly, some flowing and elegant, and again
much stiff ornament is admirable, and flowing patterns may flow clumsily., We may
respect Hogarth for attempting the problem of the line of beauty, for with fuller
knowledge the moderns may succeed where he failed. The more types of tasteful
ornamentation in varied styles can be stored in our minds the nearer will be the
approach to its understanding, It is encouraging to consider what progress has
been made of late toward solving not so much indeed the direct problem of
decorative beauty, as the intermediate problem of the origin and meaning of
ornament. The researches of General Pitt-Rivers on the gradual transformation
of human figures into ornamental designs, and the derivation of coil, \\'é.ve, and
step patterns of cultured art from realistic representations of cords and plaitings,
gave an impulse to this interesting study which has continued to be worked out
‘in the museum bearing his name, with added series such as Mr. Everard im
Thurn’s pegals or baskets made by the natives of British Guiana, where the
plaited pictures of birds and monkeys dwindle into graceful patterns, unmeaning
unless their derivation is known. 7/e Evolution of Decorative Art by NMr. Henry
- Balfour, the curator of the Pitt-Rivers Museum, should be known to all students
taking up this attractive line of research. Dr. Ratzel, whose feeling for orna-
.mental design is very definite, has reproduced many instructive objects, among
which mention shall only be made here of the Sandwich Island calabash slung in
a carrying-net, placed close by two other calabashes without nets, but appropriately
decorated with patterns which, according to the island habit, are conventionalised
pictures of the absent network (vol. i. P- 243). Such evidence goes far to abolish
the old-fashioned idea that the patterns which have been the pleasure of ages
were devised by ingenious artists out of their inner consciousness, Looking at
them as originally derived from real objects, we sec none the less how they
develop into variety, so that, notwithstanding unity of principle, each tribe or
district tends to form patterns of its own, which again being characteristic,
are patriotically encouraged as local badges. Thus every Melanesian and Poly-
nesian knows which island a mat or carving comes from, just as in Switzerland
outlying villages are still known by their special embroidery. - When one’ of
these populations, savage or civilized, is destroyed or reformed into uniformity
with the general fashion of the country, a local school vanishes, and even the
examples of its productions disappear. So natural is this that it is a pleasant
surprise when they come back sometimes from a hiding-place. It brought back
to me such a memory when, in this book (vol. i. p. 256), I opened on the cut of
the “covered vessel in shape of a bird, from the Pelew Islands.” About 1880
I had chanced to go to the county parish of Holcombe Rogus in Devonshire to
pay an afternoon visit to the vicar, Mr. Wills. A remark of mine as to a stone
implement on the mantelpiece led to the unexpected remark that there were
things upstairs from the Pelew Islands. When I protested that nothing from
thence had come to England since the time when Captain Wilson brought over
“Prince Lee Boo,” whé‘se sad story is told in the once familiar poem, it was
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answered that the late Mrs. Wills was of Captain Wilson’s family, and had in-
herited his curiosities. Before that, two generations of children had played havoc
with them, but in the attic there were still the great bird-bowl and the inlaid
wooden sword, and the rupak or bone bracelet, that prized ornament of chiefs,
with other familiar objects figured in Keate's book. I represented that they ought
to be in the national collection, and not long after, Mr. Wills, on his death-bed,
ordered that they should be sent to me. They duly took their deserved places
in the cthnographic department of the British Museum, where no doubt they will
long outlast the amiable but hopelessly degenerate islanders, the picture of whosc
social decay has been drawn with such minute faithfulness by Kubary.

In understanding the likeness which pervades the culture of all mankind, the

great difficulty is to disentangle the small part of art and custom which any:

people may have invented or adapted for themselves, from the large part which
has been acquired by adopting from foreigners whatever was seen to suit their own
circumstances. Original invention and modification of culture must take place
somewhere, but to localise it in geography and chronology is so perplexing that
anthropologists are fain to fall back, especially as to the more simple and primitive
developments, on the view that they arose cach in some one centre, or possibly
more than one, thence propagating themselves over the world. . Who shall say,
for instance, where and by whom were begun the use of the club and spear which
are found cverywhere, and of the bow, which is found almost everywhere? The
problem becomes more manageable as it passes' to special varicties of these
simple weapons, and to appliances which are more complex and elaborate. For
though as yet no definite rule has been ascertained for distinguishing similar in-
ventions which may have arisen separately, from the travelling of one invention
from place to place, yet at any rate experience and history lead us to judge that
the more complex, elaborate, and unfamiliar an art or institution is, the more
right we have to consider that it was only devised once, and travelled from this
its first home to wherever clse it is found. History often helps us to follow
these lines of movement which have spread civilization over the world, while
on the other hand the tracing of the arts through the regions of the world is
among the most important aids to carly history. Thus in the case of the
Bushmen already mentioned, mere inspection 'suggests that the glass beads which
reach them through the traders are to be traced through an art history leading
back through Pheenicia to Egypt, while the dakka-pipe is a record not of native
African invention, but of the migration of the deleterious habit of hemp-smoking
westward and southward probably from Central Asia. It is well for the student
to cultivate the habit, of which this book will give many opportunities, of
endeavouring to separate, in the inventory of life among any people, the pro-
ducts of native invention from the borrowed appliances of the forcigner. Thus
in the war-dance of the Sioux, the guns and iron-headed tomahawks bartered
from the white trader figure beside the more genuine drum and stone-headed
club; and the swords and daggers of the African countries show at a glance

’,
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the influence of Asia which has spread with and beyond the range .of the
Moslem religion. ‘ : »
For the study of ecarlier stages of social life, and even of morals and religion,
with' their manifold bearing on the practical problems of modern life, there is
no more useful preparation than familiarity with the modes in which material
art and representation are developed and propagated. The same underlying
human instinct, the same constahcy of human faculty through low and high
stages, the same pliability of life to the nceds of outward circumstances, which
precedes the cultured state where circumstances have to yield to the needs of
man, the samé_ adaptation, of artificial means suggested by nature, the same
copying by the whole tribe of the devices which individuals have started, and.
‘then their wider diffusion by one tribe copying from another— these actions £0 on
throughout the human race, and the principles we learn from mere things may
guide us in the study of men. The habit of constant recourse to actual objects is
of inestimable use to us in the more abstract investigation of ideas. Its scope is
limited ; yet as we have to depend briefly on verbal description for our knowledge
of the habits of distant and outlandish peoples, their social condition, their- rules
of right and wrong, their modes of government, and their ideas of religion, the
~sight of the material things among which such institutions are worked out gives
a reality and sharpness of appreciation which add much to the meaning of words.
The rude hut of Tierra del Fuego, inhabited by the natives occupied among their
scanty appliances, brings the race before us in a framing to which we adjust,
almost as travellers among them may do, our ideas of the life, morals, and
religion of the isolated savage family. So the models or pictures of the huge
village-houses of Malays or the higher American Indians enable the spectator to
understand the social condition of the communities of grouped families, patriarchal
or matriarchal, to which brotherhood and vengeance, communal agriculture and
tribal war, naturally belong. Thus in every direction the material furniture of
life, taken in its largest sense, gives clues to the understanding of institutions as
tools do of the arts they belong to. The paraphernalia of birth, marriage, and
death among the American Indians, the backboard of the papoose, the whip of
the initiation ceremony, the beads and paint of the bride, the weapons and orna-
ments sacrificed for the use of the dead man’s soul, tell in outline the story of their
rude life. The great totem-system, which binds together in bonds of amity the tribes
of the barbaric world, takes material shape in the pictured and sculptured animals
which decorate the mats and the roof-posts of British Columbia with commemoration
of the myths of divine ancestors. - In half the countries of the world the concep-
tion of the soul and of deity is best to be learnt from the rude human figures or
idols in which these spirits take thejr embodiment (see pp. 301 sg9.)- To learn what
the worshippers say and do to the idols, and what the indwelling spirits of the idols
are considered to do to the worshippers, is to obtain a more positive knowledge
of the native theology than is to be had from attempts to extract scholastic defini-
tions from the vague though not unmeaning language of the savage priest.
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It is especially because the present work comes under the class of popular
illustrated books that it is desirable to :point out that this docs not detract from
its cducational value, but on the contrary makes it good for providing a solid
foundation in anthropological study. To discuss the theoretical part, attacking
or defending Professor Ratzel's views on the diffusion of the human species over
the globe, the classification of mankind by race and language, and the geography
of civilization, would be to go outside the purpose of this introduction. Still less
is it the duty of the introducer to scek out errors.  He has simply to recommend
a foreign book, pointing-out to what classes of readers, and for what purposes, it
is likely to be usceful. It should, however, be clearly understood that great as the
progress of anthropology has been during the last half-century, yet, as in other
subjects modern as to their scientific form and rank, the collection of the evidence
has not yet approached completion, nor has the theory consolidated into dogmatic
form. In the next century, to judge from its advance in the present, it will have
largely attained to the realm of positive Jaw, and its full use will then be acknow-
ledged not only as interpreting the past history of mankind, but as even laying
down the first stages of curves of movement which will describe and affect the
. courses of future opinions and institutions. This will be a gain to the systema-
tising of human life and the arrangement of conduct on reasonable and scientific
principles. It is true that such results may be accompanied by some dwindling
of the adventurous interest which belongs to the carly periods of a science, and
possibly the anthropologists of the next century, rich in theoretical and practical
knowledge shaped into law and rule, may look back to our days of laborious
. acquisition of evidence and enjoyment of new results with something of the regret
fclt by the denizen of a colonial town in looking back to the time when secttled
occupation was only beginning to encroach on the hunters’ life in the wild land.

EDWARD B. TYLOR.



TRANSLATOR'S NOTE

MR. JAMES PAYN has recently compared the translator’s functions to those of the
typewriter, and in many respects the comparison holds good.  Both are expected,
like little boys in the nursery code of ctiquette, to be “seen and not heard ” ; that
is to say, cach is expected to reproduce, in his own medium, what is laid before
him in another, and say nothing about it. However, the present translator, with
some diffidence, craves leave for a moment to depart from this rule. One fault
leads to another, and having on a few occasions in the body of the work ventured,
as the merest outsider, to append an illustration drawn from his own reading or
expericnce, in confirmation or otherwise of Professor Ratzel’s views and statements,
he is almost compelled to make himself “heard ” once more, if only to deprecate
reproof for what, now that he looks back on it, scems to have been an impudent
intrusion into other people’s domain. It appears to be held in many quarters at
the present day that a man cannot know anything about a subject unless he
knows nothing about any other; and the “expert” is perhaps justly intolerant
of Margites.

On one other point a word of apologéia must be said. A fashion has sprung
up among the learned of spelling barbarous names according to a system of their
own, made it would seem in Germany, but so far as can be judged from the
present work, intended chiefly for English use. In this matter a distinction has
to be made. In names “transliterated” from a language with old-established
written symbols differing from our symbols, it may be necessary on philological
grounds to adopt a conventional system of equating letter with letter, even at the
risk of suggesting to the English reader a sound quite unlike that of the original
word, or of breaking through an old tradition. It may be all right, for instance,
to spell the name of a well-known cricketer so as at once to make the ordinary
newspaper-reader pronounce his first syllable as if it rhymed to “man,” and
disguise the fact that he is namesake to the Lion of the Punjab. But in the
case of names which till Europeans heard them never had occasion to be spelt,
surely in a popular work it is best, whenever possible without great violation of
custom, to give the form which most nearly conveys the soxnd from an English cye
to an English car. It would be pleasant indeed to write Otaheite and Owhyhee,
stamped as they are with the seal of literature ; but here we have surrendered to
France, and it is hopeless to revive the old forms. In some cases, however, we
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arc still at liberty to consider our own countrymen. Why, for instance, write
Tunguses, which nine Englishmen out of ten will rhyme to “funguses”; when by
following our fathers and writing Tungooses we at least give some approximation
to the right sound? Again, why write Shilluks for the people whom Gordon
reasonably called Shillooks?  Other nations would not hesitate. A German
writes Schilluk; a Frenchman doubtless Chilouques ; an Italian, Scilucchi; a
Spaniard, if he ever needs to mention them, Xiluques. Why are Englishmen
alone not to keep within their own sphere of influence ” in this matter? Forms
like fapu and tatu may be all very well in scientific periodicals, but fadoo and
Zalfoo are the English words, and should be used in English books. k-

In conclusion, the translator has to express his best thanks to two experts, who
have very kindly revised the proofs. Mr. Henry Balfour performed this most neces-
sary office for the first two or three parts,and when he was incapacitated by illness
for continuing the work, Mr. H. Ling Roth was good enough to come to the
rescue.  Thanks to his careful superintendence, it may be hoped that few errors
remain in the text. He is zoz responsible for the spelling of names, nor for
mistakes in the descriptions of the cuts—about some of which Professor Ratzel
appears to have been misinformed. These will mostly be found corrected in the
index.
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~ BOOK I
PRINCIPLES OF ETHNOGRAPHY



§ 1. THE TASK OF ETHNOGRAPHY

Geographical conceptions and historical considerations of which account has to be taken in dealing with our
subject—Mankind a whole—The task of cthnography is to demonstrate the cohesion of the human race.

. OUR business in this work is to impart a knowledge of mankind as we find it
. to-day throughout the earth. Owing to the long-established practice of con-
sidering with any attention no races save the most progressive and most highly
civilized, until it is from these almost exclusively that we form our notion of man-
kind, and of their doings that make up the history of the world, it becomes the
duty of cthnography to apply itself all the more faithfully to the neglected
lower strata of humanity. Besides that, its aim must also be to take up this
conception of humanity not in a merely superficial way, just so far as the races
have grown up in the shade of the dominant civilized peoples, but to trace
actually among these lower strata the processes which have rendered possible the
transition to the higher developments of to-day. Ethnography must acquaint
us not only with what man is, but with the means by which he has become
what he is, so far as the process has left any traces of its manifold inner
workings. It is only so that we shall get a firm grasp of the unity and com-
pleteness of the human race. With regard to the course that our investigation
must follow, we have especially to remember that the difference of civilization
which divides two groups of mankind may bear no kind of relation to the
difference of their endowments. This will be the last difference which we shall
have to think of; the first points to consider will be differences in development
and surroundings. We shall therefore bestow a thorough consideration upon
the external surroundings of the various races, and endeavour pari passu to
trace the historical development of the circumstances in which we find them
to-day. The geographical conception of their surroundings, and the historical
consideration of their development, will thus go hand in hand. It is only from
the combination of the two that a just estimate can be formed.

Our growth in intelligence and culture, all that we call the progress of
civilization, may better be compared with the upward shoot of a plant than with
the unconfined flight of a bird ; we remain ever bound to the carth, and the twig
can only grow on the stem. Human nature may raise its head aloft in the pure
cther, but its feet must ever rest on the ground, and the dust must return to the
dust. Hence the necessity of attention to the geographical point of view. As
for historical considerations, we can point to races which have remained the same
for thousands of years, and have changed their place, their speech, their physical
appearance, their mode of life not at all, their rcligion and their knowledge only

i
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superficially. Herodotus tells us about a race of Troglodytes, who dwelt near the
Garamantes, the inhabitants of the modern Fezzan. They were active and swift-
footed, and spoke a language almost unknown beyond their own boundaries.
Here we have Nachtigal’s Tebus or Tedas, who to this day inhabit the natural
caverns in their rocks, are renowned far and wide for activity and flectness of foot,
and speak a language which has hardly extended itself beyond the walls of their
rocky fortress. Thus for 2000 years at least, and for all we know much longer,
they have lived in just the same way. They are to-day no poorer, no richer, no
wiser, no more ignorant, than they have been these thousands of years. They
have acquired nothing in addition to what they possessed then. Each generation
has repeated the history of the one before it, and that repeated its predecessors ;
as we say, they have made no progress. They have always been men with certain
gifts—strong, active, having virtues and defects of their own. There they stand, a
fragment of bygone ages. In the same space of time we have emerged from the
darkness of our forests on to the stage of history ; we have made our name, alike
in peace and war, honoured and drcaded by all nations.  But have we as individuals
undergone any so great change? Are we in physical or intellectual power, in
virtue, in capacity, any further ahead of our generations of ancestors than the
Tubus of theirs? It may be doubted. The main difference lies in the fact that
we have laboured more, acquired more, lived more rapidly, and above all, have
kept what we have acquired and known how to use it. Our inheritance is larger,
fuller of young life; and therefore a comparison of national positions gives us a
higher standing among mankind, and indicates too how and why we have become
" what we are, and what road we must take in order to advance a stage farther.

Throughout all national judgments we find unmistakably as a fundamental
fact the fecling of individual sclf-esteem causing us to take by preference the
unfavourable view of our neighbours. We must at least try to be just; and the
study of mankind may aid in that direction, impressing upon us as it does the
important principle that in all dealings with men and nations we ought, before
forming a judgment, to consider that all their thoughts, feelings, and actions bear
an essentially graded character. In one stage or another anything may happen,
and mankind is divided not by gaps, but by steps. The task of ethnography is
therefore to indicate, not in the first instances the distinctions, but the points of
transition, and the intimate affinities which exist; for mankind is one whole,
though very-variously cultured. And if it cannot be too often proclaimed that
a nation consists of individuals, which are and remain in all its operations its
ultimate clements, there is yet so great a conformity of disposition among these
individuals that the thoughts which go forth from one man are as certain to find
an ccho in others, if they can succeed in reaching them, as the same seed is certain
to produce like fruits in like soils.

" But the tracing of the road above mentioned is of great importance.
Elementary ideas have an irresistible power of expansion, and there is no reason
in the nature of things why they should come to a stop at the hut of a Kaffir or
the fireplace of a Botocudo. But the obstacles which hinder or delay their travels
are endless’; and besides, as they arise from life and accompany life, they are, like
all life, changeable. Herein is a main cause of the differences among races and of
a mass of cthnological problems. One may cven say that in the geographical dis-
tribution of mankind to begin with, and then in the manner in which they have
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acquired culture and the means of culture from the production of firc up to the
loftiest idcas of the historical nations, lics the key to the history of primitive man.

We can conceive a universal history of civilization, which should assume
a point of view commanding the whole carth, in the sense of surveying the history
of the extension of civilization throughout mankind ; it would penctrate deep and
far into what is usually called cthnography, the study of the human race. For
the further inquiry reaches into the depths of prehistoric peoples and those that
arc outside of history, the more will it meet in every sphere and on cvery level of
civilization with ecssentially the same single form, which long ago, before the
conditions existed for the development of numerous separate centres of civilization,
was. imparted by one race to another over the carth; and this it will regard as
in close connection with mankind of to-day, with the race which has raised all
its great new creations upon that common foundation, of which many a fragment
still remains unaltered in its hands. At no distant future, no onc will write a
history of the world without touching upon those peoples which have not hitherto
been regarded as possessing a history because they have left no records written
or graven in stone. History consists of action; and how unimportant beside
this is the question of writing or not writing, how wholly immaterial, beside the
facts of doing and making, is the word that describes them. Here also ethno-
graphy will show the way to juster notions.

§ 2. SITUATION ASPECT, AND NUMBERS OF THE HUMAN RACE

The inhabited world—The races of the fringe—East and West—Old and New Worlds—North and South—
The Ethiopian region—Mutual influcnce of Northern and Southern races—Insular character of lands—
Importance of seafaring—Water on the face of the globe—Unity of the human race—The number and
laws of mankind—Movements of races—Extinction of native races through contact with cultivation, and
Dy themselves—Racial distinctions—Half-breeds. .

THE human race inhabits countrics and islands in the temperate and torrid
regions of the earth; some part are, found in the frigid zone of the northern
hemisphere. Its place of abode forms a zone of varying breadth, lying between
the extreme latitudes of 80° north and 55° south, As regards the two great
oceans, the northern shores of the Pacific (where Asia and America come within
fifty miles of cach other) form part of the inhabited region, as also a broad band
in the middle, remarkable for the abundance of its habitable islands; On the
other hand, the Atlantic, until the Scandinavian colonisation of the Faroes and
Iccland, formed a broad gap in the belt of human habitation. We can thus
distinguish in the inhabited world, the surface of which, not counting seas, may
be taken at about fourteen millions of square miles, northern and southern borders
formed by the uninhabitable ice-deserts of the polar regions, castern and western
borders, between which lies the Atlantic Ocean. The races dwelling in these
confines look out into emptiness, and have not neighbours on cvery side, but
when their scttlements have been pushed far forwards, find themselves in an isolated
_ position ; whence a lack in their case of cthnographical interest. On the other
hand, some groups of races are so situated as to have enjoyed the important
advantages of an intermediate position ; such are some of the races that we meet -
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with in the Pacific, especially toward its northern border, in the districts bordering
on the Mediterrancan, in Central America. From the position and form of the -
inhabited world, it is clear that the northern hemisphere contains a larger number
of persons than.the southern ; that it offers wider districts to open up, with more
sides- of contact, of more various endowments, and therewith richer possibilities ;
in short, that in position, form, and dimensions, it has from early time had all
the advantages as regards the development of humanity.

The distribution of man, and equally that of plants and animals, is based, in
the northern hemisphere, on interdependence ; in the southern on separation. If
we'look at mankind as a whole, we can see that its northern members lic in a
widespread mutually operative connection ; its southern in remote separation. If
we look at the races, we find the Negroids belonging to the south, the Mongoloids
and Whites to the north.  Civilization has reached its highest developments north
of the cquator. We shall find similar contrasts in ethnography ; for example, the
bowless races belong to the southern groups, whereas in the north we find .bows
and arrows, not only all over a broad zone, but on fundamentally the same model,
from Lapland to East Greenland and Mexico.

Eskimo bow made of bones (British Muscum).

The wide gap which the Atlantic Ocean opens in the zone of habitation has
the effect of producing “fringe ”-lands. ~ Although a brisk intercourse from north
to south, together with thickly-peopled regions at the back, and more favourable
climates, have rendered these far less cthnographically destitute than the regions
towards the poles, we still find that in Africa the highest development has been
reached on the east coast, in America on the west, that is on the zZuner sides or
those farthest from the Atlantic. The population of Africa has undoubted affini-
ties with that of Asia, but shows no trace of any relations with America. But
this connection extends farther, beyond the limits of the mainland of Asia to the
great Asiatic islands ; it forms a great region of civilization between the northern .
and southern borders, which may be regarded as the western counterpart of that
more ecasterly region extending across the Pacific into America. The great mark
of distinction between the two portions lies in the use or non-use of iron. In the
north, indeed, the western region encroaches upon the castern; but the contrast
between north and south, ever-increasing, remains. persistent past the point where it
crosses the boundary between East and West. In their intersection we find the ex-
pression of a great difference in antiquity between the former classification which is
mainly anthropological, and the latter which is ethnographical. In the later develop-
ment of races iron has unquestionably played an important part. The boundary
between countries which do and do not use iron corresponds with those of other
important regions of cthnographic distribution. Where there is no iron, cattle-
breeding, the staple of which is oxen, buffaloes, sheep, goats, horses, camels, and
clephants, is also unknown ; 'pigs and poultry also are seldom 'bred in lands
without iron.  The distinction in political and social relations goes far deeper, In
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America, Oceania, and Australia we have a much older stage of development :
group-marriage, exogamy, mother-right, and clan-division ; in Europe, Africa,
and Asia, the patriarchal system of the family, monogamy, states in the modern
sense.  Thus among mankind also cast and west stand over against cach other.
America is the extreme cast of the human race, and thus we may expect to. find
there older stages of development than in Africa and Europe, the extreme west,

The distribution of races affords a far less simple picture. The Negroid is
indeed essentially a southern race. Its northern limit is in Africa formed by the
desert ; continued in Asia by lofty mountains ; reaches its only important extension
beyond the northern tropic in the angle of the Indus, and retreats in Oceania -to
the south side of the equator. Thus we have a southern domain, belonging
essentially to the geographical castern hemisphere, of which the largest territories
lic compact and altogether between the tropics and in the south temperate zone,
In addition to their southern situation they are affected by the peculiar features
of outline and surface which here prevail. The geographical opposition between
north and south exists of course all the carth over; but as a factor in ethno-
graphical or anthropological distinctions it concerns only the so-called Old World
and the parts adjacent, a fact which has a large share in producing the great
variety in the appearance and form of men as we find them on this side,
embracing cvery stage of development from the highest to the lowest. In
America, on the contrary, we find one race both north and south, and no ecthno-
graphic distinctions of the magnitude which North and South Africa, North and
South Asia, or Australia have to show. Anthropologically throughout, cthno-
graphically in many portions, America belongs to the northern regions.

On the other hand, in Africa and Asia the most important question bears
upon the relations between north and south. A sharp distinction is here made
by the different nature of the boundaries towards the north, Between the negroes
and North Africa lies the desert, a large and substantial barrier. South Asia
consists only of looscly connccted parts, not sharply marked off from the north
and middle regions, Above all, India has been subject to influences which
distinguish it from Africa; but both in customs and physical characteristics we
find in Africa carlicr, that is less modified, conditions of a development procceding
from the same origin as in India. ‘Lastly, Malaysia shares with Madagascar and
India in the invasion of offsets from northern races. '

Wherever dark and light races have been in contact, from the north-west point
of Africa to Fiji, crossing has taken place between them. Such half-bred races,
of most various degrees of intermixture, inhabit the Soudan, the Sahara, Southern
and Central East Africa, Southern Arabia, Madagascar, southern India on both
sides of the Bay of Bengal, and Australia. In southern Europe and the extreme
of Polynesia we find isolated traces of riegroid admixture, Only one well-defined
~ race, thanks to its secluded position, has been able fully to develop itself. We
refer to the Australians, who with their dark skins, stiff or curly hair, and long
(dolichocephalic) heads appear to spring from a cross of Papuan with Malayo-
Polynesian ancestors. The peculiarities (of which we do not know the origin)
belonging to the Papuan type are also noticeable here; and we have besides
the tendency to degradation in the traces of a low stage of culture and a life of
poverty. i

The water surface of the earth extends in the sca alone to almost three-
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quarters of the whole, so that all the land is an island-in a sea nearly three times
its size. " The most widely separated portion of mankind must, even in the course of
their movements in historical times, have been brought to the sea; and before the
invention of scafaring there must have been a time when the sea confined -them

“to- those regions which ‘had been the cradle of the race. That invention, the

carliest indications of which have long disappeared—for in all parts of the carth we
find high development of the art side by side with ignorance of it—was the first
thing that rendered possible the spread of mankind over almost all the habitable

B S A e i

Fijian double canoe. (From a model in the Godeffroy Collection, Leipzig.)

portions of the globe. . In the most various parts of the earth we mcet with the
arts of shipbuilding and navigation in an advanced stage. This is most conspicuous
in the Pacific, least so in the Atlantic. This irregular distribution is a sign of the
case with which"the art is forgotten; so that we must not from its absence in
places, and the absence even of any memory of it, infer a continued or complete
non-activity in regard to the sea. Even if we did not meet, in Hawaii and eclse-
where, with traditions of larger and better vessels in former times, the close
connection which subsists between a high social and political organisation and
proficiency in scafaring would presume the possibility of a rapid retrogression
in the latter. The Northmen sailed to Iceland, Greenland, America, in little boats
-which, perhaps, were not so good as those used by the Polynesians; afterwards
they lost sight of the land which had been their goal, and forgot the way to it.
The very extent of the inhabited world at the present day, embracing as it does
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all habitable lands with the exception of .a few remote and small islands, is in
- itself evidence for the antiquity of man. . . : 3
The broad expanse of waters opened to men a copious source of food,:and for
that rcason caused the maritime regions to be most thickly peopled ; it also facili-'
tated intercourse between distant countrics, which might have been -impossible -
across lands inhabited by hostile races, and accordingly the higher civilization
spread inland from ‘the coasts. For this reason it has always cxercised the
remarkable influence .upon men’s thoughts which we sce in the part played by
the sca or lake-horizon in all images of the world that have ever been ‘conceived.
Most of these picture the carth as an island in a broad sca, and the future world
as lying far off in the sca. Whether this be a land with a stream round it or an
island in the cvening glow, whether it be in a lake or in a river,. or copious
springs gush from it, or beardless youths constantly hold the water-back from
it, or whether, lastly, it is only that the way to.it lics over the sca, it is not
waterless land. The soul has to take its way across water ; hence the frequent
occurrence of boat-formed coffins or even grave-stones, the burial in boats, or the
little canoe used by the Dyaks as a sepulchral monument.
~ Thus wherever the carth is habitable by man, we find peoples who are members
of one and the same human race.. The unity of the human genus is as it werce
the work of the planet Earth; stamped on_the highest step of creation therein.
There is only.one species of man ;. the variations are numerous, but do not go
deep.  Man is.in the widest sense a citizen of the carth. ~ Even to parts of the .
carth where he cannot remain he makes his way. He ‘knows ncarly the entirc.
globe. - Of all the beings attached to the ground he is one of the most locomotive,
Individual movements are linked together, and one great movement, the substratum
of which is all humanity, goes forward with time. ‘As the linking is necessary
and continuous, it raises individual movement to a- position of  higher significance.
The ultimate result is not only a wider distribution, but also the increasing
permeation of the portions that dwell within the habitable limits until a general
agreement in essentials is attained. This affects the whole ; peculiaritics adhere
to localities. Thus we are entitled, in a scientific sense, to speak of the. unity of
the human race, if by unity we understand not uniformity. but the community,
shown by testimonies from every domain, of the life of different pcoples, in a
history embracing many thousands of years, as presupposed by the common basis
which nature has given. If there has been in the later historical period so rapid
an acceleration in. the pace at which culture has progressed, that certain groups
scem to have advanced far beyond the remaining mass, there yet remains much
of the common inheritance to be. found among the highest as well as the lowest
strata.  And if it be inquired, what is the origin of this common inheritance, we
can again point to the fact . that restless movement is the stamp of mankind. In
comparison with its strength and duration the carth is small ; a  thousand
generations of our ancestors, from the moment that ships were invented for the
crossing of rivers and seas, were enabled, whether voluntarily or not, to wander
round it. But that moment lics far behind us. Only a short-sighted conceit can
regard the fact that, in the four centurics since the discovery of America, Europeans
have spread far and wide over that continent their domestic animals and plants,
their weapons and implements, above all their ‘religion, as an unapproached
phenomenon in the history of the world. Others besides Northmen discovered
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America before Columbus. The world that we pretentiously style “the New”
must have been discovered from the westward many a time before the Pale Faces
came from the east as the latest and definitive discoverers. If the Malays have
spread ‘over the 200° of longitude that separate Madagascar from Easter Island
in a period which, as language and else shows, has not been going on for many
centuries ; if, since the European discovery of America, individual tribes in that
continent have changed their locality by over 2000 miles; if over half Africa,
within a belt 40° of latitude in width, a language is spoken with only differences
of dialect equivalent to that between high and low German, we must grant that
European civilization was not the first to set a girdle round the carth. The great
and only distinction is that to-day that takes place deliberately which in former
ages was the result of a dim impulse, such as in historic times acted on Alexander
and Columbus, in prehistoric times on thousands of their predecessors,

If we regard mankind as a body ever in movement, we cannot, as once was
usual, look upon it as a union of species, sub-species, groups, races, tribes, rigidly
separate from each other. As soon as ever a portion of mankind had learnt to
plough the dissociating ocean, the mark was set for ever-progressing fusion. If
we assume, with the majority of anthropologists at the present day, a single origin
for man, the reunion, into one real whole, of the parts which have diverged after
the fashion of “sports,” must be regarded as the unconscious ultimate aim of
‘these movements of mankind. This, in the limited space of the habitable world,
must lead to permeation, and, as a consequence, to mingling, crossing, levelling.
But again, as a similar organisation has sprcad among men, the possibility has
increased of migration to places the most remote from the original abode; and in
the whole world there is hardly a frontier left which has not been crossed. In
applying the comprehensive term “ Wandering of the Nations,” people are apt to
overlook the individual, whose movements we must expressly declare are no less
important.

The numbers of mankind arc closely dependent on their territory, since this
cxercises a great influence on their interior development, their distribution, their
relations. The total figure, as now estimated, of 1,500,000,000 must be regarded
as the result of a development never attained before. The development of
modern conditions is in a higher measure than is usually believed connected with
the increased replenishment of the carth. The organisation of races outside of
the Europecan and Asiatic sphere of civilization does not permit any density of
population to exist.” Small ‘communities cultivating their narrow patches of
ground are scparated from each other by wide empty spaces which either serve
for hunting-grounds or lic useless and vacant. These limit the possibilities of
intercourse, and render large permanent assemblies of men impossible. Hunting
races, among whom agriculture does not exist or tends to vanish, often dwell so
thinly scattered that there will be only one man, frequently less, to 24 square miles.
Where there is some agriculture, as among many Indian tribes, among Dyaks, in
Papua, we find from 10 to 40 in the same area ; as it develops further, in Central
Africa for instance, or the Malay Archipelago, from 100 to 300. In the north-
west of America the fishing-races who live on the coast run to 100 in 20 square
miles, and the cattle-keeping nomads to about the same. Where fishing and
agrlculture arc combined, as in Oceania, we find as many as 500. The same
figure is reached m the steppes of Wcstern Asia by the partly settled, partly
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nomad population. Here we cross the threshold of another form of civilization.
Where trade and industry combine to operate there is sustenance for 10,000
persons (as in India and East Asia), or 15,000 (as in Europe) to 24 square miles.

This enumeration shows at the lowest round of the ladder peoples belonging
. to the most different zones and countrics. All races in a state of nature live
. thinly scattered ; civilized populations are marked by greater density. The
former are more dependent on the soil than the latter; in districts similarly
endowed their distribution is as a rule similarly proportioned. The difference
which we see between the well-cultivated but thinly-peopled corn-bearing arcas
and the thickly-inhabited districts of spade-cultivation are results of civilization.

In density of population lies not only steadiness of and security for vigorous
growth, but also the immediate means of promoting civilization. The closer men
arc in contact, the more they can impart to cach other, the less does what is
acquired by civilization go to waste, the higher does competition raise the activity
of all their powers. The increase and maintenance of the numbers are intimately
connected with the development of culture; a population thinly scattered over a
large district means low civilization, while in old or new centres of civilization we
find the pcople in dense masses. China and India reckon their inhabitants at
600,000,000, but an ecquivalent area of the intervening region of Central Asiatic
nomads, Mongolia, Tibet, East Turkestan, cannot show a sixticth of the number.
Six-scvenths of. the earth’s inhabitants belong to civilized countrics.

While the history of the European nations for centurics past shows the same
decided tendency to increase which we observe even in ancient times, the uncivilized
races offer examples of shrinkage and retrogression such as we find in the case of the
others, if at all, only lasting over a short period, and then as the result of casualtics
such as war and pestilence. The very thinness of the population is a cause of
their decay ; their smaller numbers are more readily brought to the point of
dwindling or vanishing. Rapid using-up of the vital powers is a characteristic of
all the races in the lower stages of civilization. Their cconomical basis is narrow
and incomplete, frugality only too often verges on poverty, scarcity is a frequent
visitor, and all those measures of precaution with which sanitary science surrounds
our life arc lacking. In the struggle with the too powerful forces of nature, as in
the Arctic regions or the steppe-districts of the southern hemisphere, on the confines
of the inhabited world, they often succumb till they are completely wiped out, and’
a whole race perishes. It is quite a mistake to refer, as is often done, the extinc-
tion of barbarous races, of which we hear so much, solely to contact with superior
civilization. But closer consideration enables us to recognise self-destruction as a
no less frequent case. The two work as a rule together ; neither would attain its
end so quickly without the co-operation of the other. The basis of a healthy
. increasc in population is an approximate balance of the scxes; this among
uncivilized pcople is generally disturbed, and the number of children small.  War,
murder, and kidnapping all contribute to reduce the population, Human life is
of small value, as human sacrifices and cannibalism sufficiently indicate. Lastly,
man in a statc of nature is far from possessing that ideal health of which so many
have fabled ; the negroes of Africa can alone be described as a robust race.
Australians, Polynesians, Americans, on the other hand, are far more subject to
discases than civilized men are, and adapt themselves to new climates with difficulty.
There is no question but that.these peoples were in many districts slowly dying
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out by sickness before the appearance of Europeans. But no doubt the arrival of
civilization disturbs society down to its roots. It contracts the available space, thus
altering one of the conditions upon which, as we shall hereafter sce, the peculiar
social ‘and political arrangements of races in a natural state were framed. It
introduces wants and cnjoyments which are not in harmony with the ‘mode of
living usual among thcse people, or their capacity for labour. It brings upon
them discases previously unknown, which on a new soil commit frightful ravages;
and inevitable quarrels and fighting besides. Over the larger territories, such as
North America, Australia, New Zealand, the progress of civilization led to the
crowding of the aboriginal races into the least favourable districts, and therewith
to the diminution of their numbers. In the smaller, such as oceanic islands (but
also in Cuba and Haiti), they have ncarly died out, in some cases been absorbed
by the stronger race, in any case they have disappeared. Where the greater
toughness of the inferior race, or more favourable natural conditions, has delayed
the process, as in any part of Africa, in North America, in Mexico, an intermixture,
which will ultimately end no less in the abolition of the natives as an individual
and independent race, is in progress. Great shiftings have already taken place,
others arc going on, and over wide districts, owing to these passive movements,
it is impossible to think of the people as in a state of stability. As far as 935° of
west longitude, North America can show only the débris of Indian tribes;?! in
- Victoria and New South Wales there are hardly a thousand aborigines left; and
it is only a question of time when Northern Asia, North America, Australia, and
Occania will be Europeanised.

A thousand examples show that in all this change and movement the races
cannot remain unaltered, and that even the most numerous, counting their hundreds
of millions, cannot: keep. their “footing in the tumult that surges around them.
Inter-breeding is making. rapid strides in all parts of the carth. From North and
East Africa, Arabs and peoples of the Berber stock are pressing upon the Negroes,
of whom the most remote tribes to the southern extremity of the continent show
in their Semitic features how long these influences have been at work, In the
place of the Hottentots we find the Bastaards, European half-breeds. In Canada
ncarly all the French settlerents:show traces of Indian blood ; in Central and
South America the. Mestizos: and Mulattos arc already stronger than the full-
blooded Indians; in Oceania, Malays and Polynesians are crossed with the Negro
of the Pacific ;- throughout Central Asia there is a mixture of Mongol, Chinese, and
European blood, reaching far in the direction of Europe and affecting the whole
north and east of one quarter of the globe. - The greater bulk, quicker growth, and
superiority in-all conquering arts, which mark the more highly civilized races, give
them, wherever climate is not unfavourable, the advantage in this process, and we
can speak of ‘an absorption of the lower by the higher even where the latter for
the present are not in the majority. If there is any consolation in the universal
disappearance of ‘native races, it is the knowledge that a great part of them is
being slowly raised by the process of intermixture; No doubt people like to
repcat a statement, professedly based on old experience, that in half-breeds the
vices of both parents predominate, but a glance at the national life of the present
day is cnough to show that Mulattos, Mestizos, Negro and Arab half-breeds

! [There is some doubt whether the actual number of North American Indians has much diminished.
Rather the natural multiplication of the race has been checked.]
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stand in America and in Africa at the head of Indians and Negroes. The
mixture once begun continues to progress, and cach fresh infusion of higher
blood tends to reduce the interval by levelling up.  We nced only consider -how

ncarly the Indians of Mexico and
Peru have risen to the level of the
people of European descent, from
whom they scemed at the time of
the Conquest to be separated by a
bottomless chasm.

If the history of the world
shows a spread, interrupted indeed
but ever progressing, of civilization
throughout the carth, the natural
numerical preponderance existing
among civilized folk is an im-
portant factor thercin, The people
who increase the more quickly pour
out their surplus upon the others,
and thus the influence of the higher
culture, which itself was the cause
or condition of the more rapid
multiplication, gets spontancously
the upper hand. Thus the spread
of civilization appears as a sclf-
accelerating outgrowth over the
world of civilizing races, ever striv-
ing more completely to effect that
unity of the human race which
forms at once its aim and task, its
desire and hope.

In conclusion, if we seck to
trace backward the road which the
most important parts of mankind
have followed, we find the starting-
point to be the neighbouring exist-
ence of several variations, or, as
Blumenbach prefers, degencrated
forms of the one human species.
These were at first confluent at a

few points only; but, as intercourse -

increased, came more and more into
contact, at last penetrating and
mingling with cach other to such
a degree that no one of the original
varietics now exists in the form

Sandili, king of the Gaikas ; showing the Semitic type of the
Kaffirs. (From a photograph by G. Fritsch. )

A Galla monk : Hamitic or Semitic blend. {From a photo-
graph in the collection of Pruncr Bey.)

once peculiar to it. What remains, howcver,: leads us back to two great contrasted
divisions which survive in the races of to-day, the Whites and Mongoloids in the
northern hemisphere, the Negroes in the southern. These embrace the further
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contrasts of continental compactness and - occanic disconnection ; of the world
which is deeply interlaced with the north polar regions, and that which is cut off
by the ocean from polar influences. The Negro races, whether in Africa, Asia,
or the Pacific, may once have lived further north than they do now; but, in any
case, they always held the more southerly position under the impulse which has
assigned to them this present place of abode.

§ 3. THE POSITION OF NATURAL RACES AMONG MANKIND

The conception of a natural or barbarous race—Progress and retrogression—Bodily differences—Civilized races
—The brute in man—3Wherein does the possession of culture consist>—Common property of mankind
in reason, language, religion—In the remaining elements of civilization the difference is only onc of
degree.

FIRST a word as to the name of “natural” races which we shall frequently
have to use. They are those races who live more in bondage to, or in dependence
on, nature than do those whom we call “cultured” or “civilized” What the
name expresses is a distinction in mode of life, of mental talent, of historical
position ; it assumes nothing and prejudices nothing in those directions, and is
" therefore doubly suitable for our purpose.” For we shall perhaps have to make
this ncutral name contain what is in many respects so different a conception as
that .which the reader has bzen wont to attach to the term “savages” We
speak of natural races, not because they stand in the most intimate relations. with
Nature, but because they are in bondage to Nature. The distinction between
natural and cultured races is not to be sought in the degree, but in the kind of
their association with Nature. Culture is freedom from Nature, notin the sense of
entire emancipation, but in that of a more manifold and wider connection. The
farmer who stores his corn in a barn is ultimately just as dependent on the soil of
his fields as the Indian who reaps in the swamps the rice which he did not sow ; but
the former feels the dependence less, since, owing to the provision which he had
the wisdom to store up, the chain is longer and its pressure accordingly less severe ;
while the latter is touched in the very sinews of life by every tempest which shakes
the cars into the water. \We do not become any the freer of Nature by our more
thorough utilisation and exploration of her; we only make ourselves less
dependent on individual accidents of her being or of her course by multiplying the
points of contact. It is just by reason of our civilization that we are actually
to-day morc dependent on her than any former generation.

We must not content ourselves with contrasting natural and civilized races,
and noticing the wide gap which scems to yawn between them; our business is
.to propound the question: What is the position which the natural races hold
among mankind? For centurics this question has been treated with an indolence
.which, when its desire for facts, narratives, and descriptions was once appeased, felt
no further necessity for establishing the relation of “savages” to the rest of the-
human race. These black and brown men were very strange, very curious; it -
was highly interesting to rcad of them, and that was quitc enough. We have no
occasion to laugh at this attitude; our own delight in descriptions of travel is
much of the same sort. The more uncivilized the country, the more fascinating
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the tale. But the researches of Cook, Forster, Bairow, Lichtenstein, and so on,
making, as even they did, some cffort after a decper insight into and clearer views
of natural life, possessed for their contemporaries chiefly a romantic interest, and
gave little subject of consideration to the philosophers. The only deeper ecmotion
. aroused by the increasing number, excellence, and popularity of works of travel
~ towards the end of the last century consisted in the shaking of beliefs in that
blissful state of nature which beautiful spirits ‘after Rousscau venerated as the
most desirable existence, only to be realised in the solitude of primeval forests, or
on the shores of fortunate islands. It was sought, but never found. What a
disillusion for hearts of sensibility such as were possessed by the readers of ZVe -
Indian Wigwam, or George Forster’s sketch of the paradisal Otaheitans.

Slowly did the consideration of savage races make its way from the sphere of
the emotions to that of the intellect ; and at the same time the estimate formed
of these races sank a good deal lower, proportionately almost to the greater distance
by which we arc ahead of them rather in intellect than in those amiable dispositions
and expressions which had hitherto been regarded with predilection.  Then came
into the world the idea of cvolution, dividing races into strata ; whereby, as must be
clearly pointed out, uncivilized races were, on the basis less of considered facts
than of gencral sentiment, lumped together as a kind of heterogencous foundation.
- Onc can understand the almost passionate nced which was felt of providing
supports in the world of actual fact for the bold cdifice of the theory of evolution,
and if we cannot ally oursclves at all points with this feeling, it would be unjust
not to recognise that it has called forth, no less in the study of the life of races
than in that of all life, a movement which is bringing fruitful truths to light. In
cvery field the most difficult research is that into origins ; but it is just this once-
neglected but most profound problem which the evolutionists have handled in
cthnology as well as elsewhere with an admirable unity of purpose. Whether
negative or positive, their results deserve our gratitude. To them is duc the merit
of having placed a rich array of facts at the disposal of science ; from the day
when they took it in hand must we date the thorough rescarch into what has been
somewhat too hastily called the original conditions of the human race.

While we are duly thankful for these pioncering achievements, we cannot
reconcile ourselves to their conclusions. - They look for origin and “ development ”
everywhere.  Are we not cntitled, on scientific territory, to meet with a certain
mistrust such a search, which knows so well beforechand what it is going to find?
Experience teaches us how near to this lies the danger of premature assumption.
A man whose head is full of one possibility holds others very cheap. If the
inquirer, stceped in the idea of evolution, finds a race which in several or even
many respects is behind its neighbours, the “behind ” is involuntarily converted
into “below ”; it is regarded as on a lower round of the Jadder by which mankind
have ascended from their original state to the heights of civilization. That is the
counterpart of the one-sided, nay, extravagant notion that man came into the
world a civilized being, but that a retrogressive degeneration has made him what
we find to-day among “natural” races.  Just as the idea of cvolution found its
chief adherents among physical students, so, for reasons which we can casily divine,
did this notion of retrogression appeal to students of religion and language.
Meanwhile it has at the present day been pushed far, in our view too far, into the
background. Inquiry has far less to dread from it than from the opinion most
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dccidedly opposed to it, of which the fundamental conception expressed in its
basest and most abstract form would be somewhat as follows: “In mankind there

-" \'oﬁng gitl of the Mountain Damara tribe. (From a photograph
belonging to the Barmen Mission. )

exists onlyupward effort,
progress, development ;
no retreat, no decay, no
dying out.” Put in this
‘way, do we not at once
sce how one-sided is
such a way of looking
at things? It is true
that only extremists go
so far in this direction,
and Darwin, who, as a

“great creator of ideas,

held his views with the
fullest sense of propor-
tion, admits that many

‘nations may undoubt-

edly have’ gone back in
their civilization, some
ceven fallen into utter
barbarism ; although, he
cautiously adds, he -has
found no ecvidence - for
the latter case. . But
cven he, in his Descent
of Alan, has not always

. been able to escape the

temptation to imagine
mankind more various
in itself and reaching
in its: supposed lowest
members. more nearly
down to the brute world
than on cooler reflection
appears possible. -

Here we see the two
extreme conceptions of
natural races. We can
understand how funda-
mentally different must
be the resulting modes
of considering every side
of their existence, or-
estimating their past and .

future. For what difference can be greater than between a conception which
assigns them this place far below us, where all the capacities which have matured
on the'long and ;difficult road between their position and ours are as yet unde-
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veloped, and one which regards them as it were on the-same line with us, at an
equal or similar stage of evolution, but robbed by ill-luck of a large part of their
share of culture, and thus impoverished, miserable, and in arrear? May we be
permitted to examine the facts at first hand, and to approach a little necarer to
the mean where the truth lics than it has been granted these hypotheses to do.
The -question which first occurs is that of innate physical distinctions, since
these must enable us to form the most trustworthy conclusions as to the nature
and magnitude of the general difference to be observed among mankind. But that
is a matter of anatomy and physiology, and as such concerns the anthropologist
rather than us. For separate facts and all wider excursions in the field our
readers must be referred to ‘books on the subject. From our cthnographical
point of view, from which the great distinctions in human civilization, with their
important results, are most clearly to be recognised, the first thing we wish is that
the notion of culture-races, in respect of mankind, might be somewhat more
thoroughly tested than has yet been done. It would, we may safely predict, be
found first of all that qualities appear in the bodily frame of civilized races due
* to the fact of their civilization, just as on the other hand the bodies of natural
races have certain features clearly indicating the operation of a mode of life
marked by the lack of all that we are used to call culture. Gustav Fritsch, an
anatomist who has studied the natural races in their natural state, asserts that
the shapely development of the human body is only possible under the influence
of civilization ; and readers of his descriptions of Hottentots, Bushmen, and even
Kaffirs, will feel convinced that well-developed bodies, such as a sculptor would
call beautiful, are rarer among them than among us, the “ played-out” children of
civilization. He states plainly in one place that the healthy, normally-developed
German, both as to proportions and as to strength and completeness of form,
surpasses in fact the average Bantu man! The Bantus, we may add, are, in- the
Kaffir branch of which he is here-speaking, one of the toughest and most powerful.
races of Africa. In recent times we have often heard similar judgments ; and
the saying of an American cthnographer, that the Indians are the best model of
the Apollo Belvedere, cannot pass even as a flower of speech.  Deeper investiga-
tions have shown differences in the skeleton referable in the one case to the
"influences of civilized, in the other to those of uncivilized, life. Virchow has
plainly noted Lapps and Bushmen as pathological ” races, that is, impoverished
and degraded by hunger and want. But the most important experiment for
settling the value of racial distinctions—one for which the resources of science
are too small, and only the history of the world suffices—is now for the first titme
in progress, The introduction of the so-called lower races into the-circle of the
higher civilization, and the overthrow of the barriers which once were raised high
against such introduction, is not only a brilliant feat of humanity, but at the same
time an event of the deepest scientific interest. For the first time millions of -
what was considered the lowest race—the blacks—have had all the advantages,
all the rights and duties of the highest civilization thrown open to them ; nothing
prevents them from employing all the means of self-formation which—and herein
lies the anthropological interest of the process—will necessarily be transformation.

! [One would be curious to see the result of a fight between equal forces of normally-developed Germans
and average Zulus or Matabeles, firearms being barred, The question of relative beauty is one which each
race will answer differently. ] : »

(€
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If we could say to-day with approximate certainty, what will become in the
course of generations of the 12,000,000 of negro slaves who have within the
last thirty years been freed in America, and who will, in the enjoyment of freedom
and the most modern acquisitions of culture, have multiplied to 100,000,000,
we could with certainty answer the question as to the cffect of culture upon race-
distinctions. But as it is, we must be content with hints and conjectures.

It may be safely asserted that the study of comparative cthnology in recent
years has tended to diminish the weight of the traditionally-accepted views of
anthropologists as to racial distinctions, and that in any
case they afford no support to the view which sces in
the so-called lower races of mankind a transition-stage
from beast to man.” The general similarity of man to
the brutes in bodily structure cannot indeed be con-
tested ; what we demur to is the assumption that
individual portions of mankind are so much more like
the beasts than others. In our study of people of
whatever race we come upon traits that may be called
bestial ; but this is only what was to be expected. Since
man has retained in his bodily structure so close a
resemblance to the apes that even the most recent
classifiers have attached importance to this only, and
might, without fear of blame for illogicality, recur to the
old Linnazan grouping of the genus /Jono with the Apes
in an order of Primates, a reduction of the spiritual
clement in human nature is quite cnough to allow the
bestial part of the material foundation to emerge in a
_ ) pretty glaring form. e all, alas! are familiar with
Steel Axe of European make with  the idea that a beast lies hidden in every man, and

21;1 :;odrte (hcilr::gy é\:{;:ﬂ;:lf‘; ““brutality,” “ brutalisation,” and othe.r -only too familiar
: .- . . terms, prove how frequently our fancy is called upon for
corresponding images. . When a starving family of Australian aborigines retricves
from the vulture a piece of carrion, which by all natural rights has long been his
property, and flings itself like a pack of greedy jackals on its prey, gorging until
repletion compels slumber, this testifies to a brutality in their mode of life which
suppresseés all .movements of - the soul. Nor are we surprised when African
travellers can compare a startled swarm of Bushmen, who see an enemy in every
stranger, black or white, with nothing clse than a troop of chimpanzees or orangs
in flight. We must not, however, let all our blows fall on these poor “natural”
races who have on the whole no greater naturally-implanted tendency towards the
bestial than we ourselves. There cxist Europcans who are morally degraded
clow the level of the Australians. This sad faculty of being or bccommﬂ like
the brutes is unhappily present in all men, in some a little more, in others a little °
less.- Whether it- manifests itself with more or less frequency and plainness
depends merely upon the degree of acquired capacity for dissimulation, which
often corresponds to that of civilization. But it is civilization alone which can.
draw any boundary between us and the “natural” races. We may declare in the
most decided manner that the conception of “natural” races involves nothing
anthropolocxcal ‘or physiological, but is purely one of cthnography and civiliza-
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_tion. Natural races are nations poor in culture. There may be peoples belonging
to cvery race, endowed by nature in every degree, who cither have not yet pro-
gressed to civilization, or have retrograded in respect of it. The old Germans and
Gauls appeared no less uncivilized beside Roman civilization than do Kaffirs or
Polynesians beside ours ; and many a people which to-day is reckoned as a portion
of civilized Russia was at the time of Peter the Great still in a state of nature.

Ainu beside one of their store-huts, (From a photograph in the possession of Freiherr von Sicbold, Vienna. )

The gap which differences of civilization create between two groups of human

" beings is in truth quite independent, whether in its depth or in its breadth, of the
differences in their mental endowments, We nced only observe what a mass of -
accidents has operated in all that determines the height of the stage of civilization
reached by a people, or in the total sum of their civilization, to guard ourselves
with the utmost care from drawing hasty conclusions as to their equipment cither
in body, intellect, or soul, Highly-gifted races can be poorly equipped with all that
makes for civilization, and so may produce the impression of holding a low position
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among mankind. Chinese and Mongols belong to the same stock; but what a
- difference in their civilization. This is even morc apparent if, instecad of the
Mongols, we take any of the barbarian tribes which, in the frontier provinces of
China, stand out like islands from a sea of more highly-civilized people, who lap them
round and will soon overwhelm them. Or again, the latest researches make it
probable that many of the Ainu, the aborigines of the northern island of Japan, stand
nearer to the Caucasian than to the Mongolian stock. Yet they are a “natural”
race, even in the eyes of Mongolic Japancse. Race as such has nothing to do with
the possession of civilization. It would be silly to deny that in our own times
the highest civilization has been in_the hands of the Caucasian, or white, races ;
but, on the other hand, it is an equally important fact that for thousands of years
in all civilizing movements there has been a dominant tendency to raise all races
to-the level of their burdens and duties, and therewith to make real earnest of the
great conception of humanity—a conception which has been proclaimed as a
specially distinguishing attribute of the modern world, but of which many still do
not belicve in the realisation. But let us only look outside the border of the brief
and narrow course of events which we arrogantly call the history of the world, and
we shall have to recognise that members of every race have borne their part in
the history which lies beyond, the history of primeval and pre-historic times.

§ 4. NAT__URE, RISE, AND SPREAD OF CIVILIZATION

Natural and civilized races—Language and religion universal possessions—Races with and without history—
Reasons why many races are in a backward state—The development of civilization is a matter of hoarding
~—So-called semi-civilization—DMaterial and spiritual elements in hoarded civilization—The material basis
and the spiritual nucleus—Natural conditions required for development—The part of agriculture and pasture
in the development of civilized politics—Zones of civilization—Loss of civilization.

WHAT is then the essential distinction which separates natural and civilized races ?
Upon this question the evolutionist faces us with alacrity, and declares that it was
done with long ago ; for who can doubt that the natural or savage races are the
oldest strata of mankind now existing? They are survivors from the uncultured
ages out of which other portions of mankind, who have in the struggle for existence
forced their way to higher endowments and have acquired a_ richer possession of
culture, have long ago emerged. This assumption:we meet with the question :
Wherein then does this possession of culture consist? . Is not rcason, the basis,
nay, the source of it all, the common property of the human race? To language
and religion, as in some measure. the noblest forms of expression, we must give
the precedence over all others, and connect them closcly with reason. In the fine -
expression of Hamann: “ Without speech ‘we could have had no reason, without
reason no religion, and. without these three: cssential components of our nature
neither intelligence nor:the bond of society.” . It is certain that language has
exercised an influence reaching beyond our sight upon the education of the human
_spirit.  As Herder says: “We must regard the organ of speech as the rudder of
our reason, and sce in talk the heavenly spark which gradually kindled into flame
~our senses and thoughts.” No less certainly does the religion of the less civilized’
races contain in itself all the germs which are hereafter to form the noble flowery
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forest of. the spiritual life among civilizcld races. It is at once art and science;
theology and philosophy, so that that civilized life which strives from however -
great a distance to reach the ideal contains nothing which is not embraced by it.
Of the priests of these races the saying holds good in the truest sense that they
are the guardians of the divine mysteries. But the subsequent dissemination of
these mysteries among the people, the popularising of them in the largest sense, is -
the clearest and decpest-reaching indication of progress in culture. Now while no
man doubts of the general possession of reason by his fellow-men of every race and
degree, while the equally general
existence of language is a fact,
and it is not, as was formerly
believed, the case that the more
simply constructed languages
belong to the lower races, the
richest to those who stand high-
est; the existence of religion
among savage races has been
frequently doubted. It will be
one of our tasks in the following
pages to prove the unfounded-
ness of this assumption in the
light of many facts. For the
present we will venture to as-
sume the universality of at least
" some degree of religion,

In matters connected with
political and economical insti-
tutions we notice among the
natural races very great differ-
ences in the sum of their
civilization,.  Accordingly we

have’ to look among them not s A
only for the bcginnings of Ambuella Drum.  (After Serpa Igorrote Drum from Luzon,
Pinto.) (From the collection of

civilization, but for a very great
part of its evolution, and it is :
cqually certain that these differences are to be referred less to variations in endow-
ment than to great differences in the conditions of their development. Exchange
has also played its part, and unprejudiced observers have often been more struck -
in the presence of facts by agreement than by difference. = “It is astonishing,”
exclaims Chapman, when considering the customs of the Damaras, “what a
similarity there is in the manners and practices of the human family throughout
the world. Even here; the two different classes of Damaras practise rites in
common with the New Zealanders, such as that of chipping out the front tecth
and cutting off the little finger” It is less astonishing if, as the same traveller
remarks, their agreement with the Bechuanas gocs even further. - Now since the
essence of . civilization lies first in the amassing of experiences, then in the fixity
with which these are retained, and lastly in the capacity to carry them further or
to increase them, our first question must be, how is it possible to realise the first

Dr. Hans Meyer.)
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fundamental condition of civilization, namely, the amassing a stock of culture in
the form of handiness, knowledge, power, capital? It has long been agreed that
the first step thereto is the transition from complete dependence upon what
Nature freely offers to a conscious exploitation, through man’s own labour,
cspecially in agriculture. or cattle-breeding, of such of her fruits as are most
important to him. This transition’ opens at one stroke all the most remote pos-
sibilitics of Nature, but we must always remember, at the same time, that it is still
a long way from the first step to the height which has now been attained.

The intellect of man and also the intellect of whole races shows a wide dis-
crepancy in regard to differences of endowment as well as in regard to the different
cffects which external circumstances produce upon it. Especially are there varia-
tions in the degree of inward coherence and therewith of the fixity or duration of
the stock of intellect. The want of coherence, the breaking-up of this stock,
characteriscs the lower stages of civilization no less than its coherence, its inalien-
ability, and its power of growth do the higher. We find in low stages a poverty
of tradition which allows thesc races neither to maintain a consciousness of their
carlier fortunes for any appreciable period nor to fortify and increase ‘their: stock
of intelligence cither through the acquisitions of individual prominent minds or
through the adoption and fostering of any stimulus. Here, if we are not entirely
mistaken, is the basis of the deepest-scated differences between races. The
. opposition of historic and non-historic races secems to border closely upon it.
But are historical facts therefore lost to history when their memory has not been
preserved in writing? The essence of history consists in" the very fact of
happening, not in the recollecting and recording what has happened.” We should
prefer to carry this distinction back to the opposition between national life in its
atoms and national life organised, since the deepest distinction seems ‘to be
indicated by internal coherence which occurs in the domain of historical fact, and
therefore mainly in the domain of intellect. The intellectual history of mankind
no less than the social and political is in the first place a progression from

* - individual to united action. And in truth it is in the first placc external nature

upon which the intellect of ‘man educates itself, secing that he strives to put
himself towards it in an attitude of recognition, the -ultimate aim of which is the
construction within himself of an orderly representation of Nature, that is the
creation of art,. poetry, and science.

Showing as they do cvery possible varicty of racial affinity, the “natural”
races cannot be said to form a definite group in the anatomical or anthropological
sense. Since in the matter of language and religion they share in the highest
good that culture can offer, we must not assign them a place at the root of the
human family-tree, nor regard their condition as that of a primitive race, or of
childhood. There is a distinction between the quickly ripening immaturity of the
child and the limited maturity of the adult who has come to'a stop in many
respects. What we mean by “natural ” races is something much more like the
latter than the former. We call them races deficient in civilization, because
internal and external conditions have hindered them from attaining to.such
permanent developments in the domain of culture as form the mark of the true
civilized races and the guarantees of progress. Yet we should not venture to
call any of them cultureless, so long as none of them is devoid of the primitive
- means by which the ascent to higher stages can be made—language, religion, fire,
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weapons, implements ; while the very possession of these means, and many others
such as domestic animals and cultivated plants, testifies to varied and numerous
dealings with those races which are completely civilized.

Aot g mayens o

e 1t

Qu'ccnsland Aborigines.  (From a photograph. )

The reasons why they do not make use of these gifts arc of many kinds,
Lower intellectual endowment is often placed in the first rank. That is a
convenient, but not quite fair explanation, Among the savage races of to-day
we find great differences in endowments. We need not dispute that in the course
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of development races of cven slightly higher endowments have got possession of
more and .more means of culture, and gained steadiness and sccurity for their
progress, while the less-endowed remained behind. But external conditions, in
respect to their furthering or hindering effects, can be more clearly recognised and
estimated ; and it is juster and more logical to name them first. We can conceive
why the habitations of the savage races are principally to be found on the extreme )
borders of the inhabited world, in the cold and hot regions, in remote islands, in
secluded mountains, in deserts. We understand their backward condition in parts
of the carth which offer so few facilities for agriculture and cattle-breeding as
Australia, the Arctic regions, or the extreme north and south of America. In the
insecurity of incompletely developed resources, we can sce the chain which hangs
heavily on their feet, and confines their movements within a narrow space. As a
conscquence, their numbers are small, and from this again results the small total
amount of intellectual ‘and physical accomplishment, the rarity of eminent men.
the absence of the salutary. pressure exercised by surrounding masses on the
activity and forethought of the individual, which opérates 'in the division of
socicty into classes, and the promotion’ of a wholesome division of labour. A
partial consequence of this insecurity of resources is the instability of natural
races. A nomadic strain runs through them all, rendering easier to them the utter
incompleteness of their unstable political and cconomical institutions, even when.
an indolent agriculture seems to tie them to the soil. Thus it often comes about
~ that in spite of abundantly-provided and well-tended means of culture, their life is
desultory, wasteful of power, unfruitful. This life has no inward consistency, no
sccure growth ; it is not the life in which the germs of civilization first grew up to
the grandeur in which we frequently find them at the beginnings of what we call
history. It is full rather of fallings-away from civilization, and dim memories
from civilized spheres which in many cases must have existed long before the
commencement of history as we have it. If, in conclusion, we are to indicate
concisely how we conceive the position of these races as compared with those to
which we belong, we should say, from the point of view of civilization these races
form a stratum below us, while in natural parts and dispositions they stand in
some respects, so far as can be scen, on a level with us, in others not much lower.
But this idea of a stratum must not be understood in the sense of forming the
next lower stage of development through which we ourselves had to pass, but as
combined and built up of elements which have remained persistent, mingled with
others which have been pushed aside or dropped into the rear. There is thus a
strong nucleus of positive attributes in the “ natural ” races; and therein lies the
value and advantage of studying them. The negative conception which sees only
what they lack in comparison with us is a short-sighted under-estimate,

By the word “ civilization” or “culture” we denote usually the sum of all the
acquirements at a given time of the human intelligence. When we speak of -
stages, of -higher and lower, of semi-civilization, of civilized and ¢ natural ” races, we
apply to the various civilizations of the earth a standard which we take from the
degree that we have oursclves attained. Civilization means oxs civilization. Let
us assume that the highest and richest display of what we conceive by the term is
to be found among ourselves, and it must appear of the highest importance for
the understanding of the thing itself to trace back the unfolding of this flower to
its germ. e shall only attain our aim.of getting an insight into the nature and
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essence of civilisation when we understand the impelling force which has evolved
it from its first beginning. wl ] .

Every people has intellectual gifts, and develops them in its daily life. - Each
can claim a certain sum of knowledge and power which represents ¢7s civilization.
But the difference between the various “ sums of acquirement of the intelligence ”
resides not only in their magnitude, but in their power of growth. To use an
image, a civilized race is like a mighty tree which in the growth of centuries has
raised itself to a bulk and permanency far above the lowly and transitory condition
of races deficient in civilization. There are plants which dic off every year, and
others that from herbs become mighty trees. The distinction lics in the power
of retaining, piling up, and sccuring the results of each individual year’s growth.
So would ‘even this transitory growth of savage races—which have in fact been
called the undergrowth of peoples—beget something permanent, draw every new
gencration higher towards the light, and afford it firmer supports in the achiceve-
ments of predecessors, if the impulse to retain and secure were operative in it.

‘But this is lacking; and so it befalls that all these plants destined for a larger

growth remain on the ground and perish in misery, striving for the air and light
which above they might have enjoyed to the full. Civilization is the product of
many generations of men, :

The confinement, in space as in time, which isolates huts, villages, races, no
less than successive generations, involves the negation of culture; in its opposite,
the intercourse” of contemporaries and the interdependence of ancestors and

successors, lies the possibility of development. The union of contemporarics

secures the retention of culture, the linking of generations its unfolding. The

‘development of civilization is a process of hoarding. The hoards grow of them-

selves so soon as a retaining power watches over them. In all domains of
human creation and operation we shall see the basis of all higher development
in intercourse. Only through co-operation and mutual help, whether between
contemporaries, whether from one generation to another, has mankind succeeded in
climbing to the stage of civilization on which its highest members now stand. On
the nature and extent of this intercourse the growth depends.  Thus the numerous
small assemblages of equal importance, formed by the family stocks, in which the
individual had no freedom, were less favourable to it than the larger communi-
ties and states of the modern world, with their encouragement to individual
competition. ‘

As the essential feature in the highest development of culture, we note the
largest and most intimate interdependence among themselves and with past
generations of all fellow-strivers after it; and as a result of it, the largest possible
sum of achievement and acquisition. Between this and the opposite extreme lie
all the intermediate stages which we comprise under the name “semi-civilization.”

- This notion of a “half-way house ” deserves a few words. - When we sce energetic-

ally at work in the highest civilization the forces which retain, as well as those
concerned with extending and reshaping, the building, in semi-civilization it is
essentially the former which are called into most activity, while the latter remain
behind and thereby bring about the inferiority of that state of things. The one-
sidedness and incompleteness of ;I ivilization lie on the side of intellectual
progress, while on the- material &Gtfc-des&lgrment sets in sooner. Two hundred
years ago, when Europe and

ofth/2h mERSY ad not yet taken the giant’s stride
/T_('r,

3
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which steam, iron, and electricity have rendered possible, China and Japan caused
the greatest astonishment to European travellers by their achievements in
agriculture, ‘manufactures, and trade, and even by their canals and roads, which
have now fallen far towards dilapidation. But Europeans, and the daughter races
in America and Australia, have in the last two hundred years not only caught up
this start, but gone far ahead. Here we may perceive the solution of the riddle
‘presented by Chinese civilization, both in the height it has reached and its
stationary character, and indeed by all semi-civilization. What but the light in
free intellectual creation has made the west so far outrun the cast? Voltaire
hits' the point when he says that Nature has given the Chinese the organs for
discovering all that is useful to them but not for going any further. They have
become great in the useful, in the arts of practical life; while we are indebted to
themfor no one decper insight into the connection and causes of phenomena, for
no single theory.

Does this lack arise from a deficiency in their endowments, or does it lie in
the rigidity of their social and political organisation, which favours mediocrity and
suppresses genius?  Since it is maintained through all changes of their organisa-
tion, we must decide for the defect in their endowments, which also is the sole
causc of the rigidity in their social system. = No doubt the future alone can give
a decisive answer, for it will in the first place have to be shown whether and how
far these races will progress on the ways of civilization which Europe and North
America vie in pointing out to them ; for there has long been no doubt that they
will or must set foot on them. But we shall not come to the solution of this
question if we approach it from the point of view of complete civilization, which
sees in the incompleteness of China and Japan the signs of a thoroughly lower
stage of the whole of life, and frequently at the same time signs of an entirc
absence of hope in all attempts at a higher flight. If they possess in themselves
only the capacitics for semi-civilization, the need of progress will bring more powerful
organs to their head and gradually modify the mass of the people by immigration
from Europe and North America. This process may have first raised to its present
height many a civilized race of to-day ; we may refer to the Russians and
Hungarians, and to the fact that millions of German and other immigrants have
stimulated in many ways the progress of these semi-Mongols in Europe.

The sum of the acquirements of civilization in every stage and in every race
"is composed of material and intellectual possessions. It is important to keep
them apart, since they are of very different significance for the intrinsic value of
the total civilization, and above all for its capacity of development.  They are not
acquired with like means nor with cqual ease, nor simultancously. The material
lies at the base of the intellectual. Intellectual creations come as the luxury
after bodily needs are satisfied. Every question, thercfore, as to the origin of ~
civilization resolves itself into the question: what favours the development of its

- material foundations? Now here we must in the first place proclaim that when
the.way to this devclopment is once opened by the utilisation of natural means
for the aims of man, it is not Nature'’s wealth in material but in force—or rather, to -
put it better, in stimulus to force,—which must be most highly estimated. The
gifts of Nature most valuable for man are those through which his latent
sources of force are thrown open in permanent activity. Obviously this can
least be brought about by that wealth or so-called bounty of Nature which spares



NATURE, RISE, AND SPREAD OF CIVILIZATION - 27

him certain labours that under other circumstances would be nccessary. The

warmth of the tropics makes the task of housing and clothing himself much

lighter than in the temperate zone. If we compare the possibilities which Naturc

can afford with those that dwell in the spirit of man, the distinction is very -
forcible, and lies mainly in the following directions. Thc gifts of Nature in them-

selves are in the long run unchannreablc in kind and quantity, but the supp]y of
the most necessary varies from year to year and cannot be reckoned on. They

are bound up with certain external circumstances, confined to certain zones,

particular clevations, various kinds of soil. Man’s power over them is originally

limited by narrow barricrs which he can widen but never break down by develop-

ing the forces of his intellect and will. His own forces, on the contrary, belong

cntircly to him. He cannot only dispose of their application but can also

multiply and strengthen them without any limit that has, at least up to the

present, been drawn.  Nothing gives a more striking lesson of the way in which

the utilisation of Nature depends upon the will of man than the likeness of the

conditions in which all savage races live in all parts of the carth, in all climates,

in all altitudes.

It is due to no accident that the word “culture” also denotes the tillage of the
ground. Here is its etymological root; here, too, the root of all that we under-
stand by it in its widest sense! The storage by means of labour of a sum of
force in a clod of carth is the best and most promising beginning of that non-
dependence upon Nature which finds its mark in the domination of her by the
intellect. It is thus that link is most casily added to link in the chain of develop-
ment, for in the yecarly repetition of labour on the same soil creative force is
concentrated and tradition sccured; and thus the fundamental conditions of
civilization come to birth.

The natural conditions which permit the amassing of wealth from the fcrtlllty
of the soil and the labour bestowed thercon, are thus undoubtedly of the greatest
importance in the development of civilization. But it is unsafe to say with Buckle
that there is no example in history of a country that has become civilized by its
own exertions without possessing some one of those conditions in a highly
favourable form. TFor the first existence of mankind, warm moist regions blessed
with abundance of fruits were unquestionably most desirable, and it is casiest to
conceive of the original man as a dweller in the tropics. But, on the other hand,
if we are to conceive of civilization as a development of human forces upon Nature
and by mecans of Nature, this can only have come about through some compulsion
setting man amid less favourable conditions where he had to look after -himself
with more care than in the soft cradle of the tropics. This points to the temperate
zones, in which we may no less surcly sce the cradle of civilization than in the
tropics that of the race. In the high platcaux of Mexico and Upper Peru we
have land less fruitful than the surrounding lowlands, and accordingly in these
platcaux we find the highest development in all America.  Even now, with
cultivation carried to a high pitch, they look as dry and barren as steppes
compared with the luxuriant natural beauties of many places in the lowlands,
or on the terraces not a day’s journcy distant. In tropical and sub-tropical

1 [Of course its employment to denote the cultivation or refinement of the mind and manners (which though
* found in classical Latin seems comparatively recent in English) is a mere metaphor, without any suggestion of
the fact noticed in this paragraph.]
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countries the fertility of the soil gencrally diminishes at high clevations, and in
whatever climatic conditions, high platcaux are never so fruitful as lowland, hilly
countries, and mountain slopes. Now these civilizations were both situated on
high, plateaux; of that in Mexico, the centre and capital, Tenochtitlan—the
modern city of Mexico—lay at a height of 7560 fect, while Cuzco, in Peruy,
is no less than r1,500. In both these regions temperature and rainfall are
considerably lower than in the greater part of Central and South America.

This brings us to the recognition of the fact that, though civilization in its
first growth is intimately connected with the cultivation of the soil, as it develops
farther there is no necessary relation between the two. As a nation grows its
civilization 'sets itsclf free from the soil, and, in proportion as it develops, creates
for itsclf ever fresh organs which serve for other purposes than enabling it to take
root. One might say that in agriculture there resides a natural weakness, which
may be explained not only through want of familiarity with weapons, but through
the desire of possession and a settled life enfeebling to courage and enterprise.
We find, on ‘the contrary, the highest expression of political force among the
hunter and shepherd races, who are in many respects the natural antipodes of the
agriculturists—the shepherds especially, who unite agility with the faculty of
moving in.masses, and discipline with force. The very faculties which are a
hindrance to the agriculturist in developing that power, can here be turned to
advantageous account,—the absence of secttled abode, mobility, the exercise of
strength, courage, and skill with weapons. And, as we look over the earth, we find
that in fact the firmest organisations among the so-called semi-civilized races result
from a blend of these clements. The distinctly agricultural Chinese have been
ruled first by the Mongols, then by the Mantchus ; the Persians by sovereigns
from Turkestan ; the Egyptians successively by Hyksos, or shepherd kings, Arabs,
and Turks—-all nomadic races. In Central Africa the nomadic Wahuma founded
and maintained the stable states of Uganda and Unyoro, while in the countries
that surround the Soudan every single state was founded by invaders from the
desert. In Mexico the rougher Aztecs subdued the more refined agricultural
Toltecs. In the history of places in the borderland between the steppe and
cultivated ‘Jands a series of cases-will be found establishing this rule, which may
be recognised as a historical law. Thus the reason why the less fertile high
plateaux and the districts nearest to them have been so favourable to the develop-
ment of higher civilization and the formation of civilized states, is not because they
offered a cooler climate and consequent inducement to agriculture, but because they
brought about the union of the conquering and combining powers of the nomads
with the industry and labour of the agriculturists who crowded into the oases of
cultivation but could not form states. That lakes have played a certain part as points
d'appui and centres of crystallisation for such states, as scen in the cases of Lake
Titicaca in Peru, the lagoons of Tezcoco and Chalco in Mexico, Lakes Ukerewe
and Tchad in the interior of Africa, is an interesting but less essential phenomenon.

Beyond the historic operation of climatic peculiarities in favouring or checking
civilization, differences of climate interfere most cffectually by producing large -
regions where similar conditions prevail—regions of civilization which are disposed
like a belt round the globe.. These may be called civilized zones. The real zone
of civilization, according to all the experience which history up to the present day
puts at the disposal of mankind, is the temperate. More than one group of facts
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corroborates this. The most important historical developments, most organically
connected, most steadily progressing in and by means of this connection, and
externally most éxciting, belong to this zone, That it was no accident which made
the heart of ancient history beat in this zone on the Mediterrancan Sea, we may
learn from the persistency of the most effective historical development in the
temperate zone even after the circle of history had been widened beyond Europe,
ay, even after the transplantation of European culture to those new worlds which
sprang up in America, Africa, and Australia, No doubt an
infinite number of threads are plaited into this great web;
but since all that races do rests ultimately upon the deeds of
individuals, the one which has been most fruitful in results is
undoubtedly the crowding together in the temperate zone of
the greatest possible number of individuals most capable of
achicvement, and the arrangement in succession and compre-
hension of the individual civilized districts in onec civilized
belt, where “the conditions were most favourable to inter-
. course, exchange, the increasing and securing of the store of
culture ; where, in other words, the maintenance and develop-
ment of culture could display its activity on the largest
geographical foundation.

Old semi-civilizations, whose relics we meet with in
tropical countries, belong to a period when civilization did
not make such mighty demands upon the labours of indi-
viduals, and when for that very rcason its blossom sooner
faded. A study of the gecographical extension of old and
new civilization seems to show that as the tastes of civiliza-
tion grew, the belt comprising it shrank into the regions
where the great capacity for achievement co-existed with the
temperate climates. This observation is important for the
history of the primitive human race and of its extension, and
for the interpretation of the relics of civilization in tropical
countries. Another mode in which civilization may perish is
through the absorption of higher races by lower, who profit
by the advantage of better adaptation to conditions of hard- -
ship. - The despised Skraelings have merged themselves in 140 airror from Texas.
the Northmen of Greenland. And has not every group of  (Stockholm Ethnograph-
Europeans that has penetrated the Arctic ice-wastes, during ¢ Museunt)

pc penc H >
- the period of its stay in those dreary fields, been obliged to accustom itself
to Eskimo habits, and ‘to learn the arts and dexteritics of the Arctic people in
-order successfully to maintain the fight with Nature’s powers in the Polar zone ?
But so has many a bit of colonisation on tropical and polar soil ended in falling
to the level of the wants.of the natives. The colonising power of jthe Portuguese
in Africa, the Russians in Asia, lics in their ability to do this more effectually
than their competitors.

Yet a civilization, self-contained and complete, even with imperfect means, is
morally and asthetically a higher phenomenon than one which is decomposing in
the process of upward effort and growth, For this rcason the first results of the
contact between a higher and a lower civilization are not delightful where the
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higher is represented by the scum of a world, the lower by people complete in a
narrow space and contented with the filling up of their own narrow circle. Think
of the first settlements of whalers and runaway sailors in countries rich in art and
tradition like New Zealand and Hawaii, and of the effects produced by the first
brandy-shop and brothel. In the case of North America, Schoolcraft first pointed
out the rapid decay which befell all native industrial activity as a result of the
introduction by the white men of more suitable tools, vessels, clothing, and so
forth. European trade provided easily everything which hitherto had had to be
produced by dint of long-protracted, wearisome labour ;' and native activity not
only fell off in the field where it had achieved important results; but saw itself
weakened, and lost the sense of neccessity and self-reliance, and so in course of
time art itself perished. . As we know, the same is going on to-day in Polynesia,
in Africa, and among the poorest Eskimo. In Africa it is a declared rule that on
the coast you have a region of decomposition, behind that a higher civilization,
and the best of all in the untouched far interior. Even the art of Japan,
independent as it was, deteriorated after a glimpse of artistically inferior European
patterns, :

§ 5. LANGUAGE

Language is a universal faculty of modern mankind—Power of natural races to learn languages—Changes in
languages—TIs there a relation between racial and linguistic peculiarities ?—Origin, growth, and decay of
language—Fossil words: dialect and language—Relation between language and degree of civilization—
Poor and rich languages—DModes of expressing number and colour—Gesture—Speech—Writing.

“MAN is so endowed, so circumstanced, and such is his history, that speech is
everywhere and without exception his possession. And as specch is the property
of all men, so is it the privilege of humanity ; only man . possesses speech.”
Thus Herder; and we may add that mankind possesses it in no materially different
measure.  Every pcople can learn the language of every other. We sce daily
examples of the complete mastery of forcign languages, and therein the civilized
races have no absolute superiority over the savage. Many of the persons in high
position in Uganda speak Swahili, some Arabic; many of the Nyamwesi have
learnt the same language. In the trading centres of the West African coast
there are Negroes enough who know two or three languages; and in the Indian
schools in Canada nothing astonishes the missionaries so much as the case with
which the youthful Redskin picks up French and English. 1
. The media of language, sounds no less than the accompanying gestures, arc
very-similar all the carth over; and the inner structure of language not very
discrepant. It may be said that human language is onc at the root, which strikes
deep into the human mind ; but it has parted into many very various branches and
twigs. Innumerable languages, diverging from each other in every degree, dialects,
sister and daughter languages, independent familics of languages, fill the homes -
and homesteads of ‘mankind with varied tones. Some races can still pretty well
understand cach other; in some languages, a- little farther removed, even a

Y [Cf. Lang, Myth, Ritual, and Religion, vol. i. p. 187, ““He created the white man to make tools.for
the poor Indians,” said the Winnibagoes to a white inquirer.] ;
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superficial observer detects similarities ; in others these lie so deep that only
science can find them. Lastly, a grecat number are to all appearance quite
different—mnot only in the words but in their structure, in the relations they
express, the parts of speech which they distinguish. But these distinctions are
by no means associated with mental differences in the speakers.  Individuals of cvery
variety of endowment use the same language, while minds equally endowed and
working on the same lines cannot make themselves understood to cach other.
"Nor docs language go with geographical, often not with racial, distinctions. How
much wider is the gap between the Englishman and the English-speaking Negro
than that between the Chinese and the. Micronesian who linguistically is so far
from him! The importance of language to cthnology must be sought clsewhere
than in proof of racial affinity based on affinity of speech. . Language must
always appear as the preliminary condition to all the work of civilization among
mankind. It may be called the first and most important, even the characteristic,
implement of man. But, like every other tool, it is liable to alteration. In the
course of centurics a word can assume very various meanings, can disappear
altogether, can be replaced by some cxpressly-invented word, or one taken from
another language. Like a tool, it is laid aside and taken up again. Not only
do individuals lose their mother-tongue, like Narcisse Pelleticr who, after twelve
years in the Australian bush, became himself a savage, or the Akka Mianis who,
brought as boys to Italy, had in a few years wholly forgotten their native speech
but whole races abandon one language and take to another, as if it were a suit of
clothes. Some of the acquirements of civilization are more permanent than language,
as the science of cattle-breeding.  If the comparative study of religion teaches us
that the names change while the thing remains, we may find here good evidence for
the higher degree of changeableness shown by language in comparison with other
cthnographic characteristics.  We should not think it necessary to linger over
a point so obvious to all who know anything about the life of races, were it not
that linguistic classification is still apt to be mixed up with anthropology and
cthnography.” Even so great an authority on philology as Lepsius has found
it necessary to protest against the notion that races and languages correspond in
origin and affinitics, as is still far too largely supposed. “The diffusion and
mingling of races goes its way : that of languages, though constantly affected by
the other, its own—often very different. Languages are the most individual
creation of races, often the most immediate expression of their minds; but they
often escape from their creators, and overspread great foreign peoples and races,
or dic out, while those who formerly used them live on, speaking quite other
tongues.” It is clear that in the light of such decper considerations, conceptions
like that of an Indo-Germanic race, a Semitic race, a Bantu race, are not only
valueless, but to be wholly rejected. as misleading ; and that, incalculably great as
may have bzen the value and influence of languages as a support and staff in the
mental development of mankind, their importance as an indication of distinctions
within mankind is uncommonly small. While hunting-savages like the Bushmen
speak a fincly-constructed and copious language, we find among the race which has
developed the highest and most permanent civilization of Asia what, according to
evolutionary views, must be a most simple language,—the uninflected Chinese
with its 450 root words, which may be put together like picces in a puzzle and
taken apart again, remaining all the time unaltered. Under these circumstances
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it is no doubt possible to make a pedigree of languages, but we cannot be expected
to believe that anything is thereby gained towards the pedigree of mankind, when
we find a poorly organised language spoken by one of the highest races, and a
highly organised one by one of the lowest. The newer philology appears indeed
to promisc less than formerly in the way of a - universal pedigree of languages.
Monosyllabic speech, which once grew at the root of the trec of language, is now
thought to owe ‘its poverty and stiffness rather to retrogression than to undevelop-
ment, while the South African clicks, oncc compared with the chatter of birds and
other animals, are now regarded less as survivals from the brute than as the
characteristic expression of linguistic indolence and decay. We hear no more
about remains of the primitive speech, but see in this domain only development
and retrogression,

The universality of language is the simple result of the fact that all portions
of mankind have existed long enough to develop the germs of their capacity for
speech to the point at which we can apply the term language. Not only
Haeckel’s Alali has long passed into oblivion; all his successors with their
imperfect or childish speech are no more. But here the universalness extends
farther; modern languages are organised to a very similar pitch. Herein
language is like certain universal arts or implements, which are just as good
among savage as among civilized folk. Does not the like hold good with the
-universal spread of the religious idea, the artistic impulse, the simpler utensil ?
~ At the basis of speech lies the desire to impart ; .it is thus the product not of the
single man but of Man in society and history. For the sake of and by means of
imparting we acquire our carliest knowledge: it develops and enriches the
* language ; it creates its unity by limiting the exuberance of dialectic variations.
We speak, to be understood ; we hear and learn, to understand ; we speak as is
intelligible, as others do, not as we ourselves want to do. So far speech is the
dearest and most universal sign of the important effect of social life in limiting
- individualism. :

All languages now existing are old in themselves or descended from old
families ; all bear the traces of historic development; all are far from their first
origin, and for their interpretation philology has now laid aside the “bow-wow ”
theory. Itself drawn from the mobile mouth of the living man, and remaining
close to the mind, the starting-point of living expression, language bears the
stamp of life, constant change. Even if it survives the generations of those who
spoke it, yet it lives with them and undergoes changes ; dying at last itself. The
old Egyptian died even before the Egyptian civilization ; old Greek did not long
survive the independent existence of the Greek race; Latin fell with Rome.l
These three languages did not die childless; they survive in Coptic, Modern
Greck, and the Romance languages respectively. More rarely do languages perish
without successors as Gothic has done. Vet even this has been survived by
languages nearly akin to it, which represent the family. Basque, standing solitary

1 [This statement seems to need qualification. Miiller and Donaldson give several pages of names of ““old’”
Greek authors subsequent toB.C. 146, including Meleager, Dionysius, Strabo, Philo Judaeus, Epictetus, Plutarch,
Appian, Galen, Lucian, Clement, Eusebius, Chrysostom, Longus, Anna Comnena, Demetrius Chalcondyles.
As to Latin, if we knew when the ““fall of Rome ” occurred we could better test the accuracy of the illustration.
Certainly the language continued to thrive for nearly 1000 years after the removal of the Emperor’s residence
to Byzantium.  But to say that a language d7es is a misleading metaphor. No one generation notices any
material change. ] ' . [
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as it does with no near kinship to any contemporary tongue, will die, and with- it
a primeval family will become extinct. It is only the mutability of languages
that prevents us from sceing in them the characteristic' marks of an old connection,
the support of that uniformity which we find in myths and material objects.
Yet we venture to predict that success will one day attend the cffort to ascertain
the clements of speech in their world-wide distribution. ‘ ' .

Mecantime in the life of every language a gradual dying off and renewal is
taking place in many forms. Words become obsolete, pass out of use, or survive
only in religion and poctry. It has been pointed out that since 1611, 388 words
have become obsolete in English. There are besides innumerable changes in
pronunciation, spelling, and meaning.  Old forms of speech still in use, but long
become  unintelligible, are frequent in the unthinking life of the natural races,
Thus a Fijian in battle challenging his opponent, shouts Sa7 zava ! Sat tava! Ka
Jau mai ka yavia @ bure, that is “Cut. up! Cut up! the temple receives”
But no man knows what the words mean, though they are held to be very
ancient. How with new things, new words and terms of speech are imported, or
rather import themselves, into language, the age of railways and steamers has
shown ; by their means the language of all civilized races has been cnriched with
hundreds of new words. The Azandeh or Nyam-Nyams assert that many words
which were in use among their ancestors are at present no longer employed.

Junker believes in a rapid transformation of the African languages ; while Lepsius

.attaches little value to their store of words, and describes even their syntactical

usage as remarkably unstable.  Alteration is naturally more frequent in unwritten
languages than where writing has produced a certain petrifying cffect on speech ;
and if we must admit the assertion of philologists that the life-blood of a language
is to be found not in its written form but in dialects, we can understand that we
have to regard languages as organisms no less variable than plants or animals.
While writing tends to fix a language in a given form, the more frujtful and wider
intercourse of races that have writing has at the same time a tendency to widen
the area over which a dialect or a language is distributed. We may put it that
races without writing spcak only dialects, while languages are possessed by those
alone who write. But where is the boundary between dialect and language? At
the present day we understand by a language a dialect which has become fixed
by writing and widely spread by dint of intercourse, Especially is the literary
language rather an artificial than a natural form of spcech. Dialects we conceive
as languages less copious, less dcfinitely scttled and brought under rule, and hence
more exposed to change, even of an arbitrary kind. But this is only so long as
We compare them with written languages.  Of the 300 tribes of the many-
languaged Colchis, to do business with whom the Romans, as Pliny tells us,
required 130 interpreters, which spoke a language, which a dialect? At this stage
only dialects are spoken, every tribe having its own ; and we need not be so much
surprised at the Colchians when scventy dialects are reckoned in modern Greek.
What produces language and what preserves dialects we can sce by comparing
the wide diffusion of Burmese in the thickly-pcopled countries of Burma, Pegu,
and Arakan with their brisk commerce, and the far more limited area of languages
in the hill countries of the Upper Irawaddy, where Gordon collected twelve dialects
in the neighbourhood of Manipur alone, and where often thirty or forty families
speak a dialect of their own, unintelligible to others. This is the scale by which

i D
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we have to measure the frequent statements as to the immoderate number of
languages'among small nations. The multiplicity of the dialects spoken by the
Bushmen which show differences even between groups separated only by a range
of hills or a river, is referred by Moffat exclusively to the fact of their stage of
culture allowing of no common centre, no common interests, in short neither
possessing nor producing anything which might contribute to the fixing of-a
standard language. It is interesting to notice that the language of the Bechuana
Bushmen, the Balala, who live as a race of pariahs with and among the
Bechuanas, is a much-altered idiom showing many peculiarities in different groups,
while their masters the Bechuanas maintain and propagate their language, the
Sechuana, in a pure form by means of public discussions and frequent meetings
for conversation, singing, and the like.

Yet we must beware of under-cstimating the effect of customary speech, which
also is a conservative force, and assuming a too easy fluidity in linguistic forms.
We learn from Schweinfurth that the Djurs and Bellandas, though far apart, have
preserved the Shillook language almost unaltered. The latter are divided from
the Djurs by the whole breadth of the Bongos, and these again are separated from
the Shillooks. Consider too the slight differences in the most distant Bantu
dialects. We can only assume some great error of- observation when S. F.
Waldeck, writing to Jomard in 1833 from the neighbourhood of Palenque, says
that he could no longer usec a vocabulary which had only been prepared since
18320. We have good cause to know how carelessly vocabularies often are
. compiled. Even in the best of those made by English or Americans for savage
languages a large number of words are, owing to arbitrary transliteration, quite
useless for a Frenchman or German in intercourse with “ natives.”
~ In any case, however, it may be taken as a rule that the larger a race is, the
more intimate its intercourse, the more firmly articulated its society, the more
uniform its usages and opinions; so much more stable will its language be.
Public speaking, popular songs, national laws, oracles, exercise in a lesser degree
the same influence as writing. They set obstacles in the way of the natural
tendency of language to flow into the countless streams of dialect, and - give
permanence to speech-formation which, without these external influences, would
have enjoyed but a transitory existence. '

These facts show clearly where we have to look for the real and essential
distinctions in the degrees of linguistic development. Permanent growth
enhances, the value of language as of civilization. The language which has
means to express anything without becoming obscure through redundancy, which
offers the most complete, most intelligible, and shortest methods of expressing
ideas, whether abstract or concrete, will have reached the highest stage of develop-
ment. And hence it would follow that a thorough parallelism rules -between the
development of language and- that of culture, since the highest culture requires
and creates the most copious means of spoken expression. Without prejudice to -
the varieties in the structure of language, the possessors of the highest culture
will thus speak a language which deserves the name of a first-class implement.
But by this term we do not understand merely that which best fulfils the end.: for
which it is designed, since the Australian languages in all their poverty perfectly
subserve the simple wants of those who speak them. We rather look upon
languages as special organisms with a development of their own. Just as in the
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class of mechanical tools, we should give the plough a higher rank than the axe,
although the latter fulfils simple nceds just as well as the former meets greater
requirements ; so must we hold the supple yet firmly-articulated, clear though
copious languages of the Indo-Germanic family of more account than the poorer
idioms of the Bantu. :

But if the language of a race be the measure of the stage of civilization it has
reached, we must be cautious in drawing conclusions from one to the other ; for
language is only one among modes of expression, and has its own life. Least of
all should the mode in which it deals with particular conceptions be taken as
such a measure. Counting and reckoning are doubtless very important things,
upon the perfection of which a great deal of the mental development, and
consequently the culture, of a race depends.  But in view of the alleged inability
of many savage races to think higher numbers than 3 or 5, attention must
gencrally be drawn to the fact that the inefficiency of a tool doecs not always
imply a corresponding inability in the hand using it. In reply to the constant
repctition of the statement that as the languages of these races contain no numerals
above 3, the people cannot count beyond 3, Bleck has very properly pointed
out that this conclusion is as much justified as would be the conclusion that, as
the French say d7a-sept and quatre-vingts, they cannot count beyond 10 or 20.
Greek had a word for 10,000 ; Hindustance has words for 100,000 (/ac), and
10,000,000 (crore); we have none. The Nubians, who can only count to 20
in their own language, employ Arabic words for higher numbers; at the same
time calling 100 by their own word, 7, Just the samc holds good in colour-
names, the deficiency of which among many savage races .and many pcoples of
antiquity was unhesitatingly ascribed to a corresponding deficiency of perception.
Here they started from the unproved assumption that expression corresponds
exactly to perception—in this instance that the number of colour-terms corre-
sponded to that of the various degrees of colour which pass through the retina to
be reproduced in consciousness.  Erroncous as is this supposition, it is no less
instructive for the recognition of the true nature of language, to observe that many
races, otherwise uncultivated, can show an unusually copious list of colour-terms.
Both copiousness and deficicncy alike spring from immaturity. We just as often find
the same name used to denote different colours, as the most different names applied
to the same colour. This is merely the copiousness of ‘confusion, and no token of
high development.  After testing a native of Queensland, Alfred Kirchhoff wrote :
“It is asscrted that the Hottentots have thirty-two words to express colours ; if
so, they arc exceeded more than two-fold by these Australians of Qucensland, a
list of whose colour-names yiclded as many as seventy.” A light is thrown on the
way in which this excessive wealth of terms arises by the fact that the greatest
cattle-breeders among the African Negroes, the Hereros, Dinkas and their kin, who
are passionately devoted to that occupation, possess the greatest conceivable choice
-of words for all colours—brown, dun, white, dapple, and so on. The Herero has
no scruple about using the same word to denote the colour of the meadows and
of the sky ; but he would regard it as a sign of gross mental incapacity if any one
were to comprise in one word the various gradations of brown in different cows,
So among the Samoyedes there are cleven or twelve designations for the various
greys and browns of reindeer. The nautical vocabulary of Malays and Polynesians
shows similar development ; but not far off we find great barrenness, the result of
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indolence.  Nor is it only “natural ” races who are content with one word for.
different colours ; the same want of fertility in the formation of language holds
good in higher stages. The peasant of central Germany frequently includes violet
under brown, and the Japanese as a rule calls blue and green indifferently ao.

Requirements decide what the wealth of language shall be.
For the most civilised among modern European nations the rule

‘ seems to hold that a man of average education actually uses only
: ‘a very small part of the words which his language contains. The

English language claims to possess 100,000 words, yet an English
field-labourer gets along as a rule with about 300. Where races
of a higher civilization come in contact with a lower, the language
of the latter easily lapses into impoverishment, since it takes over
a number of words from the former. But then its impoverishment
allows no conclusion as to the degree of civilization, but can only
bz looked upon as a historical fact in the life of that language.
A good example is the freedom with which Nubian has been sup-
plemented by Arabic. The Nubians have their own special words
' for sun, moon, and stars ; but the indications of time, year, month,
day, hour, they borrow from the Arabs. With them ess/ serves
for water, sea, river; but the Nile is called Zosss.  For all native
animals, domestic or wild, they have names of their own ; Arabic
~ for all relating to building and navigation. Spirit, God, slave, the
ideas of relationship, the parts of the body, weapons, the fruits of
the carth, and everything connected with breadmaking, have Nubian
names ; on the other hand servant, friend, enemy, temple, to pray,
to believe, to read, are Arabic. -All metals have Arabic names,
cxcept iron.  They are 770k in Berber, poor in Arabic.”
How much the very -mixture of tongues does to enrich a
<—> | language, and above all to adapt it to its purpose, is shown among
European languages by English; which includes just about as many
. words of Teutonic as of Romanic origin.  Many of the despised
' foreign words arc really in-
\/ \/1 -ﬁ:‘ ‘ X dispensable. We need only
—] . think of the planting and
T engrafting that has had to be

o — undertaken in the garden of

X \/ G /< every African, Polynesian,
A = : . and Ameérican tongue in order
Owner’s marks : the upright column from_the Ainu (after Von Siebold) ; . :

the others, rudimentary writing from the Negroes of Lunda (after to make it possible for the

M. Buchner), missionaries to interpret the
simplest facts of Scripture history and the writings which form the foundation
of Christianity. In every mission the rendering of “ God ” especially has a history
rich in difficulties and errors,

Glancing at the heavy burden laid upon those who are naturally without speech,
we will only call to mind the interesting fact that in Kazembe's kingdom Living-
stone met with a deaf and dumb man, who used just the same signs as un-
cducated persons of his kind in Europe. It is obvious that the language of signs

and grimaces is all the more tempting to use in proportion as language proper is
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defective and simple, and the less varied and abstract the ideas to which it can
lend expression. By frequent use this kind of language can be brought to a
perfection of which we, who always have thousands of words at command, can
form no conception. Races deficient in‘culture can put far more into the simplest
winks and gestures than we are in the habit of doing. Livingstone tells us that
when Africans beckon to any one they hold the palm of the hand downwards, as
though to combine the idea of laying it on the person and drawing him towards
them. If the person wanted is close by, the beckoner reaches out his right hand
in a line with. the breast, and makes a movement as if he wanted to catch the
other by closing his fingers and drawing him towards himself; if the other is
farther off, the movement is emphasised by holding the hand as high as possible
and then bringing it downwards and rubbing it on the ground. But gesture
language has not been developed to a real system of signals among the Africans,
who for that purpose use the drum language (drum signalling, it may be said,
extends from the Cameroons through Central Africa to New Guinea, thence to the
Jivaros in South America). Its highest cultivation seems to be reserved for
the inventive, and at the same time taciturn, Indians of North America. Mallery,
in his great work on the sign and gesture language of the Indians, has given a list
of principal signs, by combining which the most various sentences can be formed.
Here belong also fire and smoke signals ; the whistling language of Gomera, in
which shepherds converse over great distances, make appointments, and so forth ;
and the like. Lichtenstein gives a pretty instance of the expression of numerical
conceptions by means of signs. He relates that a Hottentot, who was' disputing
with his Dutch"master about the length of time that he had yet to serve, contrived
to explain the difference of their respective views to the magistrate,  « My Baas,”
he said, “will have it I have got so long to serve Here he stretched out
his left arm and hand, and laid the little finger of the right hand on the middle
of his forcarm; “but I say that I have only got so long——"  And therewith
he moved his finger to the wrist. American Indians often carry a complete
measure with various subdivisions tattooed on one arm ; this brings us to the
rudiments of writing. :

~ Among all races of the carth we find simple methods of fixing a conception,
which present themselves either in picture-writing or in sign-writing as allicd
inventions. Yet both arc familiar to the youth of all races in later times. Our
boys usec a form of picture-writing when they draw an unpopular schoolfellow on
the door of his house with a donkey’s head. But adults who possess no higher
form of writing are able, by means of pictures placed in a row, to express a good
deal more than isolated notions, As soon as by mutual consent a conventional
character has been stamped on these representations, making them intelligible to
wide circles, they attain the stage of picture-writing. Signs can only serve a
purposc defined by mutual agreement, as, for instance, marks of ownership simply
express the fact that the article upon which they are painted or cut has such and
such a definite man for its owner. Many signs which are hardly recognisable
under the ornamental character which they often assume, and which brings them
nearer to art, may have sprung from ownership marks of this kind, or be directed
to make a notion plainer, as when the road is indicated by a foot going or a hand
pointing in a certain direction, But then they have already reached the boundary
at which their arrangement in succession brings us to a higher stage of develop-
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ment.  The “Wabino song of the Ojibbeway Indians,” represented on our coloured
plate entitled “Indian picthrc-writing,” gives an illustration of the way in which’
not only one idea but a whole- serics of statements can be expressed by simple:
means to which a definite sense is attached ; all the higher kinds of writing
have sprung from picturc-writing. This descent is recognisable in the Mexican
and Egyptian hicroglyphics, but is obliterated. in the Chinesc ; but traces may
still be noticed everywhere ; even in the cuneiform writing we may find echoes of
the picture-writing from which it sprang. In the Egyptian hicroglyphics an ox
or a star indicate the things themsclves, but besides this, cven in the very oldest.
inscriptions going back to B.C. 3000, they also denote certain definite sounds,
In the Mexican picture-writing signs of things and signs of sounds were similarly
blended. A monosyllabic language like Chinese, which denotes different words by
means of one and the same syllable,makes use of signs of things which indeed are now
hardly recognisable in order to define phonetic signs for syllables, The Japanese,
on the other hand, for the purposes of their language, which, being polysyllabic,
is more adapted to phonetic writing, arranged a really phonetic script out of the
Chinese letters. In a more decided fashion the Pheenicians did the same when they
dropped the superfluous signs used by the Egyptians to denote things, and only-
adopted such hicroglyphs as were most. necessary for writing down the sounds.
The Pheenician names for the letters made their way into Greece; and passed :into.
all western “alphabets.” Thus, from obviously manifold beginnings of picture-
writing, grew up, in one spot of the earth only, one of the finest implements’ of:
human thought—the art of writing by means of letters of: the highest pliancy,
“adapted to all languages, and in its development into ‘telegraphy and shorthand
attaining the highest possibilities of compressed expression of thought. Therewith:
mankind achieved an cxtraordinarily important step in the progress of its develop-.
ment, for in fixing and securing tradition, writing fixed and secured civilization
itself, in the essence of which we have found the connection of generations based
upon tradition to be the living, we may say the inspiring nucleus.

§ 6. RELIGION

Difficulty of the subject—Have  natural ” races religion ?—Are their ideas survivals from a higher sphere of

- thought, or germs to be developed later >—FHawaiian Hades-legend—The origin of all religion lies in the
search for causes—Phenomena which stimulate this search : great natural phenomena—Superstitions con-
nected with animals—Sickness, dreams, death, have an even more powerful effect than natural phenomena
—Ascription of souls to all objects—Fetishes—IdoIs—Temp]es—.\lodes of burial—The idea of a future
life—Morality in religion—Classification and propagation of religions—Missionary activity.

THE inquiry into the. religious life and thought of natural races is difficult.
They give information about their conception of the Supreme Being only with-
reluctance, often incompletely, or with the intention of deceiving. Very often it
may really not be casy to them to give such information, for the reason that they
have no clear ideas on the subject. When Merensky asked some Christian Basutos
what they had thought about God while they were still heathens, they said : “ We
did not think about God at all, we only dreamt.” . Religious ideas as clear and
simple as monotheism are not found among savages. Not only does the entire
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thought-life of these people move in pictures of dreamy indefiniteness, in many
cascs without sequence or connection ; they lack the secure progress and develop-
ment of thought from onc generation to another which brings about the organic
growth of the thought of a former age into that of the present.  Such religious
ideas as do exist are often known only to a few clders who guard: them jealously.
Even where this does not occur, the dislike to giving away the sccrets of religion
often makes it possible to get at most a mutilated fragment.

We must therefore be on our guard . against too narrow a notion of the
religious surmises and imaginings of “ natural ” races. In one respect they are
always comprchensive.  All mental stirrings and strivings which are not directed
to the immediate practical
aims of life find in them

gion is at once philosophy,
science, historic tradition,
poctry. Cranz says of the
Greenland angekoks,“ They
may be called the Green-

teachers, philosophers,doc-
tors, and moralists, as well
as soothsayers!” In reli-
gion there is under all
circumstances much room
for conjecture and inquiry.
But we must not start with
the view that everything
which exists deep down
must cqually show itself
on the surfacc. The most unfair judgments, full of intrinsic contradictions,
arise from this' prejudicc.  How shallow is the view of Klemm that among the
Arctic races cvery one believes as he likes! “No common religion exists!”
Klemm has quite misunderstood a remark of Cranz. One who knew the
Namaqua Hottentots well, Tindall the missionary, has also made the statement

Meianesian sea deity, from San Christoval., {After Codrington. )

-that “in regard to religion their minds seem to have been almost a tabula rasa

This has no doubt been understood to mean that they had scarcely any inkling
of religious matters. Certainly in the soul of a N amaqua there is no intelligible
writing to be read, clearly proclaiming any rcligious message ; but survivals of an
intelligible writing, in many places obliterated, arc not lacking. And so indeed
Tindall presently qualifies his own statement by saying that the fact of their
language containing appellations for God, spirits, the evil one, scems to indicate
that they were not wholly ignorant of these matters ; cven though nothing further
appears in the terms of the language or in ceremonial usages and superstitions to
give evidence of anything more than a crude conception of a spiritual world.
He believes that-the superstitious tales which travellers have picked up from them
and narrated as religious reminiscences, were regarded by the natives themselves
as mere fables, related only with a view to entertain, or in order to give some
insight into the habits and peculiarities of wild beasts. This expresses -far. too
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narrow an apprehension of the idea of religion ; if these usages and tales are not
religion, at least they are of the elements from which, as civilization progresses to
development, the crystal of a purified belief is built up.  When we find ourselves
in the course of our description in presence of the question : Is religion to be seen
- in usages, views, legends? we shall put the counter-question: Is religion to be
apprehended only as a cut-and-dried conception, or is'not the truer and fairer- way
of looking at it to hold that the clements of religion are to be recognised in cvery.
department of human thought and fecling which can rise above the affairs of daily
life, and above this corporeal existence, into the realm of unknown causes ?
Rarely, no doubt, among “natural” races shall we meet with religion in that
narrow sense ; but, on the other hand, we shall not analyse a single race on its
spiritual side without laying. bare the germs and root-fibres of religious feeling.
Nay, we shall arrive at recognising that the spiritual side of a race nowhere finds =
more copious utterance than in religious matters. - Beside the material destitu-
tion of the Bushmen, are not their myths suggestive of a treasure? From
scientific conviction we must unhesitatingly endorse the verdict which was
pronounced by the religious feeling of V. von Strauss in opposition to this tendency
. to degrade : “ Complete absence of religion, true atheism, may be the result of an
undermining, soul-deadening over-culture ; but never the effect of crude barbarism. _
This, in its deepest degradation, always retains the craving for rcligion, with a
corresponding  faculty for religion, however: faultily and confusedly this may
operate.” : S i f

Ethnography knows no race devoid of religion, but only differences in the
- degree to which religious ideas are developed. Among some, these lic small and
inconspicuous as in the germ, or rather as in the chrysalis; while among others
they have expanded in a splendid wealth of myths and legends. But we must
not always want to sce primitive conditions in their imperfections. Let us:
remember how in Abyssinian Christianity, Mongolian Buddhism, Soudanese
Mahommedanism, great religious thoughts have dwindled away beyond recogni-
tion. The propagative force of religious ideas is as great as the certainty that.
they will dwindle where they are cast forth into the wilderness of the materialistic:
savage life, isolated and cut adrift from any organic connection with a great living
mythology, or a system of teaching imbued with spirituality.  Already we find
debased fragments of Christian or Mussulman ideas in Indian and Polynesian,
Malay and African myths; and if we had no inkling as to the history
of their introduction, they would appear as evidences of an underlying * germ
of monotheism. The poctry of “natural” races again in any case arouses a
suspicion that some twig from the tree of European story and fable has there
"dropped into the soil, and with the power of reproduction which is peculiar to
these creations of fancy, has straightway thrown up scions in foreign ground.
In a notice of Callaway’s Nursery Tales of the Zulus (1866), Max Miiller has
connected with this the deeper thought that like our folk-lore stories and so forth,
" at least so far as they deal with ghosts, fairies, and giants, these point to a remote
civilization, or at least to a long-protracted process of growth. “Like the anomalies
of language, they show by their peculiar character that there was an epoch when
what is now devoid of rule or sense formed itsclf with a definite object and
according to laws.” We venture even to predict that in the religion of the most
remote African and Australian peoples, just as in the rest of the culture possessed
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by them, will be found germs or survivals of Indian or Egyptian tradition. The
Indian clements in the Malay religion belong now to the domain of proved facts,
and perhaps reach as far as Hawaii and beyond, even to America. :
The-profundity of the thought must not be measured by the imperfection of
the expression.  In considering a. mythology like the Polynesian, it must not be
overlooked that this multiform weft of legend is often less like clear speech than like
the prattle.of a child, and that one has more often to attend to the What ? than
to the How?  Often a similarity of sound, an_ccho, suffices the sportive fancy of.
these people as an-attachment for far-reaching threads. - The same aspect of a
supra-sensual felation looks far more impressive on the parchment of some
manuscript of a Greek poct than in the oral tradition of a Polynesian or African
priest or sorcerer.  But if we try to extract the mora intelligible sentences in the

prattle of the savage we get a picture which is in its essence not far inferior to

the morc adorned poetical -expression.  Let us compare a Hawaiian legend of
the under-world with its parallels in Greek mythology. A certain chicf,
inconsolable for the loss of his wife, obtained from his priest, in answer to his

. Prayers, the company of the chieftain’s god as his euide into the kingdom of
pray. pany g . g g

Milu. They journeyed to the end of the world, where they found a tree which was
split ; on this they slid down to the lower regions. The god hid himself bchind
a rock, and after smearing the chief with an ill-smelling oil; sent him forward by
himself.  On reaching Milu’s. palace, he found the court filled with a crowd of
spirits (A4ua), whowere so engrossed in their game that he was able to join them
unobserved.  When they did notice him they took him for a newly-arrived soul,

- and jeered at him for a stinking ghost who had stayed too long by his putrefying

body.  After all kinds of games had been played, they had to think of another,

and the chief suggested that they should all pluck out their eyes and throw them

together in a hecap. No sooner said than done; but the chief took care to

observe which way Milu's eyes went.  He caught them in the air and hid them

in his coco-nut cup. As they were now all blind, he succeeded in escaping to the

kingdom of Wakea, where Milu’s hosts might not sct foot. After long negotia-
tions with the chief, now under the protection of Wakea, Milu got his eyes back,

on condition of rcleasing the soul of the chicf’s wife. It returned to carth and was

reunited to its body.

Religion is everywhere connected with man’s craving for causality, which will
ever be looking out for the cause or the causer of everything that comes to pass.
Thus its deepest roots come into contact with science, and are profoundly
entwined with the sense of Nature. Agathias tells us that the Alemanni
venerated trees and streams, hills and dales; and we may boldly assume for all
mankind the universal “animation” which lay at the base of this venecration.
This craving is very suitably met by the tendency to vivify or even incarnate all
the higher phenomena of Nature, by attributing to them a soul which guides in
the first place their own motions and changes, but afterwards also their relation
to their surroundings necarer or more distant. The Dyaks ascribe a soul to
plants no less than to men: if the rice rots, its soul is clean gone; but it can,
when strewn on a body, follow the human soul to the other world, and there
again be incorporated and serve it for food. A false application of the law of
cause and cffect leads to the assumption that there are relations between this soul
and the human soul, which at last weave around this latter a close network of
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causation.  The story of the Kosa chief has often been told. He died shortly
after causing a piece to be broken off an anchor which was cast up on shore, and
from that time forward the anchor was treated ‘with reverence. So a thousand
threads are knotted together, and none of them is forgotten; and in this net of
tradition the simple child of nature flutters like a fly in the spider’s web, and ever
cntangles himself more with cvery attempt to find the right clue. The soul is
literally caught. A cord with several open nooses fastened to it is hidden in the
leaves. If the man for whom it is meant catches sight of it, he fancies his soul
is caught in it, and frets himself to death, There you have a method of sending
a person out of the world which in the Banks Islands has been tested by

Fetish in Lunda ; purpose unknown, perhaps to avert lightning.  (After Buchner.) Cf. P- 43.

experience.  Hence the terror of phantoms due to his own power of imagination,
which is one of the distinctive traits of the savage, and has more influence than
it should over. his doings. When Melanesians are asked, says Codrington, who
they are, they answer Men,” in order to let it be known that.they are not ghosts
or spectres.  Of night the savage is more afraid than a badly brought-up child.
Felkin, writing from the Upper Nile, says that at night the natives will never
march, for fear of wild beasts and the evil influence of the moon. At the sarie time,
for full half the year they feel far from comfortable in the daytime, and try at least
in some measure to secure themselves under the constant feeling of being
threatened by invisible powers, by extending the idea of unlucky days, common
to all mankind, to the point of absurdity. Monday, Thursday, and Saturday are
good days for travelling in these parts; Wednesday is neither specially good nor
bad ; but Sunday, Tuesday, and Friday are unlucky days. In Java, have not even
the thieves their silver dial, like a watch, showing, after the fashion of a calendar,
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the best time for burglaries or robberics, to assist them in their choice of lucky
days? \White men, like everything new and unusual, have almost incvitably been
mixed up with these superstitions. Many a sad cpisode in the history of the explora-
tion of the dark continent is explained by this connection, which is natural cnough
in the negro’s spectre-teeming brain. Livingstone, in his Aissionary Travels,
forcibly depicts the terror which he, as the first white man, inspired in the negroes ;
he, the best friend they cver had among the whites: “The women peer from
behind the walls till I come near, and then hastily dash into the house. When a little
child, unconscious of danger, meets me in the street, he screams” No less are the

Entrance 1o a fetish hut in Lunda, {After Buchner.) Cf. p, 45.

things owned or used by the white man instantly raised into the sphere of the
miraculous, the fetishic, Paper with writing on it especially is a fetish for the
West Africans, who regard it as sheer witcheraft., Buchholz was bandaging a
severe wound for a man when a scrap of paper fell unnoticed from his pocket.
On his next visit to his patient he found him flitted, because the house was
bewitched. The bit of paper was restored him with the utmost solemnity. On
the occasion of the funeral of a Bakwiri woman he was urgently entreated in a
special speech by an envoy from the negroces, kindly not to throw bits of paper
about in his walks, as otherwise they would have to avoid those roads ‘and spots.
When Chapman visited Lechulatebe’s town on Lake Ngami, the mortality from
fever was very high. The chief was in great alarm and excitement about “the
death that was roaming all around.” He scarcely showed himself outside his hut,
made his wives and children undergo frequent ablutions, and kept his doctors
constantly at work by having his threshold incessantly sprinkled with decoctions
of herbs.  The relations of those who had died were subjected to tedious processes
of purification before they were allowed to rcjoin the community.
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Thus an animating breath blows not through Nature only, but all things;
and there is in all dealings, even in the decoration of men and the ornament of
things, much more spiritual value and purpose than we fancy. Therefore the word
_polytheism applies to all religions of the lower grades. A tendency to multiply
conceptions shows itself throughout; in the course of time the process of god-
: making has become pleasant and ecasy to the
troubled spirit to which all this is due. Where
the mass of the chicfs were looked upon with
awe as demi or entire gods ; where souls did not
only survive, but remained in intimate contact
- with this world; where every family possessed
its own tutclary spirit in the shape of a beast
or something else, gods and idols. must have
sprouted and flourished and entangled the whole
mind in a thicket of fantastic fictions. We do
not wish to sce therein only the basc creations
of terror. In the act of animating is something
beautifying, such as on their higher levels poetry
and philosophy strive after.

Where lic the sources whence ghosts and
spectres rise incessantly in their millions? The
most striking change in a man himself or his
closest associations is wrought by sickness, sleep,
and death. It is not the fear of Nature which
‘meets us as the first basis of superstition, but
that of decath and the dead. The business of
Shamans, medicine-men, Koraji, and whatever
else these wizards are called, is everywhere in
the first place to scck out the causes of death
and sickness, and then to communicate with the
- spirits of the dead; who are regarded by their

relatives with deep aversion, often with fear and
pain. - '

Directly from this springs fetishism, setting
“up in all manner of complicated ways relations

between the countless tribe of souls and all pos-
Wooden idol from the Niger (Museum sible :}rtl:clcs in which these take up their abode.
of the Church Missionary Society). Here it is clearly seen that no straight road from-

! - objects of external nature to the soul of man is

offered by the fundamental lines of primitive religious systems—for we shall scek
in vain for any direct relations between their tecaching and the measure of extent
and activity which the fetish-system has rcached,—but rather that the fancy,
timidly searching around in 