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this volume I have tried to meet
the wishes of the publishers, by
explaining to those who are com-
paratively unfamiliar with clas-
sical antiquity the place which

""/U Casar occupies in the history of the
/ world. He was not the founder,
NS much less was he the organiser of .the
2| Roman Empire ; yet his life marks a
great change in European history. I
have tried to show (and have done my best to
express on the title-page) what this change means,
how it was in part the result of pre-existing tenden-
cies, and was due in part to Casar’s extraordinary
force of will and intellect. In a volume of this size,
it has been impossible to keep this main object in
view without sacrificing many details and avoiding
criticism and controversy on innumerable disputed
points, whether of Roman constitutional law, or of
the geography of the Gallic and Civil wars. The
tendencies of the age, and the growth of Cazsar’s
character, are the two leading themes of the book ;
and I have endeavoured to treat these as far as
possible by the help of contemporary evidence, and
chiefly of Casar’s own writings and those of Cicero,

v
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omitting much that we are told by later writers, as
matter for the detailed criticism of a complete
biography. X

A word is needed about the busts of Ceesar of
which illustrations appear in this volume. One of
these illustrations (p. 78) most probably does not
represent Caesar, but some other pontifex maximus ;
but it is included in this volume by the particular
desire of Mr. G. H. Putnam. Another, the beautiful
and striking basalt bust in the Berlin Museum, is
somewhat doubtful; but I have the opinion of at
least one excellent authority in favour of including
it among the genuine busts. The two which are
most generally recognised as genuine as well as good
works of art, are the well-known busts in the British
Museum (p. 18) and at Naples (p. 56), the latter rep-
resenting a younger man than the former. These
two at least present one or two peculiarities of feat-
ure visible also on the coin, which are the only cer-
tain contemporary representations of Casar’s face.
The very beautiful gem which we have attempted
to reproduce (p. 92) may however also be of Casar’s
own time ; this is in the British Museum, and I have
to thank my friend Professor Gardner for drawing
my attention to it.

I have also to thank the Editor of this series for
his careful attention to my proofs, and Mr. P. E.
Matheson of New College, for reading them all, and
for many valuable suggestions. Other friends and
pupils have given me occasional help, which I hope
I have duly acknowledged at the time. I need
hardly mention, in a book not primarily intended




Preface. " vil

for scholars, the many modern works, from that of
Drumann downwards, which have been of use to me.
But in any biography of Cesar it is impossible not to
allude with gratitude and reverence to the great
genius and learning of Professor Mommsen ; for
even if they venture to dissent from some of his
conclusions, all students of classical antiquity will
allow that his life-long labours have wrought as
great a change in the study of Roman history, as the
work of his great hero brought about in the Roman
state itself.

Oxrorp, November 12, 1891.
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JULIUS CZSAR,

AND THE FOUNDATION OF THE ROMAN
IMPERIAL SYSTEM.

CHAPTER 1.

BIRTH, FAMILY, AND EDUCATION.
102-89 B.C.

European lands, has also been
the richest in men whom the
world has acknowledged as
great. Long indeed is the list
of her men of letters, her art-
ists, her men of action, and her
great priests. Of the world’s
six greatest poets she has pro-
duced two, Virgil and Dante.
And twice at least, in ages of general confusion and
chaos, it has fallen to Italy to provide a leader strong
enough to put an end to anarchy, and by virtue of a
I
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powerful personality, to assert the force of a unifying
principle.

In the Middle Ages, this principle was the spiritual
supremacy of the Church, and the man who enforced
it was Hildebrand, the greatest of the Popes. Eleven
centuries earlier, Julius Cesar, personifying the prin-
ciple of intelligent government by a single man, had
made it possible for the Roman dominion, then on
the point of breaking up, to grow into a great politi-
cal union, and so eventually to provide a material
foundation for modern civilisation. It might seem
indeed at first sight as if the work done by each of
these men depended for its vitality on. their own
genius, and barely survived them. But the ideas they
represented and enforced continued to govern the
course of history for centuries after they had passed
away ; and they affect us in some measure even now.

To understand adequately the position, the power,
and the ideas of either of these Italians, and espe-
cially of the one whose life we are to trace, it is
necessary to have at least some acquaintance with
the history of the city of Rome for many genera-
tions before they came into the world. The influ-
ence of Italy on civilisation is in fact mainly due to
the marvellous fortunes of the city on the Tiber.
Not indeed that many of the greatest Italians have
been natives of Rome : from Virgil downwards they
have sprung from all parts of the peninsula,and from
a variety of races. But to the fortunes of Rome,
and to the discipline, the tenacity of purpose, and
the political skill of her earliest rulers, the Italians
owe their position as, in a sense, a chosen people.
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In order to place Czesar in his right position in the
history of Rome and of the world, it is hard to dis-
pense with a review of the growth of the Roman
dominion, of the Roman constitution, and of Ro-
man society, up to the date of his birth. But this
volume must be occupied by Caesar himself and his
work, and we must be content with the very briefest
outline of the evolution of the Roman power, down
to that age of storm and peril, when the greatest of
Romans—himself of the purest Roman descent—
seized forcibly on the helm, and pointed out the
state’s true course.

The city of Rome was originally one of those little
communities, consisting of a walled town with a
small adjoining territory, the nature of which we
learn best from Greek history, and from the writings
of Greek philosophers. The Greeks lived entirely
in such cities, which were for the most part quite in-
dependent of each other, self-subsisting, self-govern-
ing ; federations and empires were violations of the
spirit of independence which they cherished, and
they never grew, or wished to grow, into a nation
united by political ties. In Italy this passion for
autonomy was less strong, though it was not absent.
Leagues or federations, for the mutual support of a
group of towns, were not unknown. When history
dawns, we find the city on the Tiber in league with
the other cities of the Latin race which lay around i,
and in course of time it won a position as their leader
and champion. When they rebelled against its in-
creasing power, they were put down ; and Rome be-
gan to be a mistress whose will other cities obeyed.
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Some were absorbed into her own body politic, some
were left to govern themselves in their own way;
but all had to fight for her as she gradually increased
her dominion. In course of time Rome, with the
aid of the Latins, had overcome all the peoples
of Italy up to the river Po. They were treated
in different ways, as the Latins had been ; but what-
ever their political status, they all had to supply
soldiers to the Roman armies. Thus this wonder-
ful city went forward, steadily storing up material
strength; and wherever she went she took lands
from the conquered, built fortified towns, establish-
ing in them a Roman or Latin population, and
connected these with herself by indestructible mili-
tary roads. And after a long struggle with the
Pheenician city of Carthage, in the course of which
she learnt the art of naval warfare, she conquered
also the islands of Sicily and Sardinia, the natural
appendages of Italy.

At last it seemed that her downfall was at hand.
In the sixth century of her existence (218 B.C.)
the greatest military genius of antiquity, Hannibal
the Carthaginian, invaded Italy from Spain, bent on
her destruction. He annihilated one Roman army
after another, and reduced her to the last gasp. But
her vitality was marvellous ; she kept him at bay for
fourteen years, forced him to leave Italy, followed
him to Africa, and broke the power of Carthage,
taking from her all her possessions in Spain, which
were added to the Roman dominion. Hannibal
then tried to enlist the King of Macedonia in his
life-long effort to war down Rome; but the Romans
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crossed the Adriatic, and in time both Macedonia
and Greece acknowledged her sway. When in 146
B.C, she finally razed Carthage to the ground, she
was the acknowledged arbiter of all the peoples
living around the Mediterranean Sea. Twenty-five
years later she was mistress not only of Italy, Spain,
the Carthaginian territory in Africa, Macedonia,
Greece, and Illyria, but also of a considerable portion
of Asia Minor, and of a valuable territory in what is
now the south of France.

This wonderful growth of a single city into a vast
empire is without a parallel in the world’s history ;
and it raised problems unparalleled for complexity
and extent. It had.been achieved partly by the
stern and steady character of the conquering race,
by their habits of self-denial and obedience, bred in
them through their rigid family life and religion,
and by their talent for political organisation ;
partly also by the nature of their constitution, which
had grown in the last two centuries into a narrow
and compact but shrewd and hard-working oli-
garchy. The outward expression of this oligarchy
was the Senate or Council of Three Hundred, of -
which all or nearly all the members had seen state-
service, and understood the work they had to do.
In the course of the long wars this great council
had shown extraordinary administrative ability and
tenacity of purpose. The magistrates, who were
elected for one year only, gradually lost their inde-
pendence, and willingly obeyed the decisions of
a body whose function was in theory only to advise
them. When their year of office expired they be-
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came practically life members of the Senate; and
thus it may be said that this wonderful council rep-
resented all the gathered wisdom and experience of
the state. The people, theoretically sovereign,
elected the magistrates from families of senatorial
renown, and ratified laws which the Senate ap-
proved ; but the Roman democracy was unrealised,
and the senatorial oligarchy was supreme.

Such an oligarchy as this is better suited to rule
in time of war than in time of peace. When the
great wars were at last coming to an end, it was
found that power, and the wealth which that power
had brought with it, had corrupted the ancient vir-
tue of the rulers of Rome. They owned half the
soil of Italy; as magistrates, sent out to govern the
conquered territories, they oppressed the conquered
and enriched themselves. Their wealth made them
luxurious and enfeebled them; they began to let
the discipline of their armies go to ruin abroad,
and at home their political efforts were all of a
self-seeking kind. And now too the old Roman
family life began to show signs of breaking up,
and the old religion lost its hold. Greek rhetoric
- and Greek philosophy came in, and with them the
love of art and literature; but these could not
supply the place of the old faith and the old
morality for men whose duty was to govern the
world. Things began to grow worse and worse, and
it was clear that some change in the government
was at hand.

In 133 B.C., Tiberius Gracchus, by developing the
latent power of the people, and of the Tribunate of
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the Plebs, an ancient and anomalous magistracy
which the Senate had subordinated to its own ends,
struck a severe blow at this oligarchy and its
wealth ; but he was young and inexperienced, used
violence, and was repaid with violence. Ten years
after his death his brother Gaius succeeded for two
years in displacing the Senate from supremacy ; but
he was forced to rule himself, and his personal in-
fluence, unsupported by an army, was not enough
to save him from his brother’s fate. But Gaius -
sounded the note of revolution, and gave a practical
example of better government, which was never
forgotten,

Then followed a long reaction, in which the cor-
ruption of the oligarchy is seen at its highest pitch.
Two great wars, grossly mismanaged by the Senate,
produced at last a great general from among the
people, who revolutionised the Roman army and was
the first to make it a great factor in politics. For some
months in the year 100 B.C., Rome was in the hands
of Marius; but the Senate was again too strong,
and he was ignorant of politics. He yielded to
senatorial prestige, and the oligarchy was established
once more,

This man was a native of the Italian town of
Arpinum ; but he had had the discretion to marry
into one of the oldest and most famous Roman
families. His wife was Julia, the sister of C. Julius
Cesar, and the aunt of the great man whose career
we are about to trace. Her nephew, Gaius Julius
Casar, was probably born on the rzth day of the
month Quinctilis, which ever since his death has borne
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his gentile name, in the year 102 B.C.,* when his kins-
man was drawing to a close that splendid military
career, in which he saved Rome for the time from
invasion and ruin, and began a new period of glory
for the Roman armies.

Casar was thus born into a world full of doubt
and insecurity, with problems confronting the states-
man which few could understand, much less attempt
to solve. The frontiers of this unwieldy empire had
to be protected, and the generals to whom this task
was committed had to be controlled. The con-
quered territories, or provinces as they were called,
must be governed equitably, and gradually Roman-
ised, if they were to be held together in any strong
bond of union. Italy itself was disaffected, and de-
. manding admission to the privileges of Roman citi-
zenship. The capital was swarming with a mongrel,
idle, and hungry population, who claimed to be the
Roman people, and to legislate for the whole em-
pire. The senatorial constitution was falling to
pieces, and the only alternatives were mob rule or
military rule. The distribution of wealth was fear-
fully unequal; capital and pauperism faced each
other menacingly, and both were bred and main-
- tained on a slave system unparalleled in its degrada-
tion. The slaves themselves constituted a permanent
danger to the state. Piracy abounded on the seas,
brigandage and murder in Italy. Lastly, the ideas

* The year is uncertain, Suetonius says that Czesar was fifty-six at
his death in 44 B.C., and the date of his birth has been usually fixed
at 100 B.C. But there are strong reasons for believing with Mommsen
that the real date was two years earlier.
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of loyalty, obedience, self-restraint, were growing
steadily rarer among the rulers at the very time
they were most called for. The outlook was a ter-
rible one. Rome and her empire must surely come
to an end, unless some statesman should arise, able
enough to comprehend the problems, and strong
enough to put his hand to their solution.

The family of the Casars descended from one of
the oldest and purest of Roman stocks, and it was
one of the many truly Roman characteristics of its
greatest scion, that he set a high value on his noble
descent, and knew how to turn it to advantage in
pursuing his political aims. The Julii believed them-
selves to be descended from Ascanius or Julus, the
founder of Alba Longa, the son of Zneas and grand-
son of Venus and Anchises, and thus carried back
the legend of their origin to a period long before
the foundation of Rome. Czsar never lost an op-
portunity of bringing this splendid tradition before
the minds of his contemporaries. When he deliv-
ered the funeral oration over his aunt, Julia, wife of
Marius, he reminded his hearers of her divine ances-
try. In the two pitched battles which decided his
political fortunes, Pharsalus and Munda, he chose
the name of Venus Genetrix as the watchword
of the day. The image of his ancestral deity may
still be seen stamped on many of his coins, and his
own head, together with that of his ancestor Zneas,
is found on those of the city of Ilium, which in the
days of his supreme power he distinguished with
special favour as the ancient legendary home of his
race. The glory of a great ancestry passed on from
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Casar himself, by the fiction of adoption, to the
plebeian Augustus, and had its due influence in
building up the prestige of the imperial system;
and it still lives on, inseparably combined with the
story of the fortunes of Rome, in the verses of
Rome’s greatest poet.

Hanc adspice gentem
Romanosque tuos. Hic Ceesar, et omnis Iuli
Progenies, magnum czli ventura sub axem.*

Of the various families belonging to the gens
Julia, some were patrician, some probably plebeian ;
that one which, at least since the war with Hannibal,
had borne the cognomen or surname of Cesar, was
undoubtedly patrician. The distinction implied by
these terms had ceased to be of any real political
significance long before the age with which this
biography has to deal. The struggles between patri-
cians and plebeians, or the originally privileged and
unprivileged inhabitants of Rome, had ceased for
over two centuries before Cesar’s birth, and the
. aristocracy of his day was composed chiefly of ple-
beian families, whose ancestors had won distinction
by good service to the state either at home or in the
field. When we speak therefore of Cesar, Sulla, or
Catilina, as patricians, we mean nothing more than
that they traced their descent from one of those
families which, in days of yore, had exercised the
whole power of government in the state. Patrician
descent was a proof of pure Roman birth, but in
political life was of no more advantage in the last

* Virgil, ZEn., vi., 756 foll.
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century of the Republic than is at the present day
in Swiss politics the patriciate of the ancient repub-
lic of Bern. In one respect at least it might be
reckoned a disadvantage, for a patrician was disquali-
fied from holding the powerful office of tribune of
the plebs, through which so many young men of
energy or ability entered public life; nor could he
vote in the plebeian legislative or judicial assemblies
. over which the tribune presided.

The family of the Casars, however, belonged not
only to the old patriciate, but to the newer nobility,
of which the test had been not so much either birth
or wealth as honourable service rendered to the state.
A Julius Cesar had been consul in 157 B.C., another
in 9o B.C., who was afterwards also censor; another
had been praetor in the eventful year when G. Grac-
chus was for the first time tribune. Cesar’s uncle
was consul in another critical year (91 B.C.), when
another great tribune, Livius Drusus, failed in a
noble attempt to remedy the evils of the time. His
father and grandfather both held the preatorship;
but nothing further is recorded of cither than that
the younger died suddenly at Pisa in the year 84 B.C.,
when his great son was just entering into manhood.
Of these, as of the other Czsars who attained to
high office, we can only conjecture that they were
ordinary Romans of industry and integrity ; nothing
is recorded against them in an age of rapidly increas-
ing corruption and degeneracy.

Czsar’s mother also probably belonged to an
ancient family of high reputation, the Aurelii, who
bore the surname of Cotta. Of this lady we are not
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wholly ignorant, for she survived her husband thirty
years, and lived to hear the news of her son’s great
exploits in Gaul; and what little we know of her issuch
as to make us wish for more. Plutarch tells us that
she was a discreet woman ; and it is a pleasing guess,
though no more than a guess, that some of those
personal traits in Czsar’s character, which place him
as a man so far above the majority of his contem-
poraries, were due to her example and precept. On
her fell the task of completing his education, and
throughout his life she seems to have remained his
true friend. The story was told that in the year 63,
when the son was a candidate for the office of Ponti-
fex Maximus, he kissed his mother when he left his
house on the morning of the election, and told her
that he would return successful or not at all. When
Clodius two years later crept into Czsar’s house at
the women’s festival of the Bona Dea, with the
object, as it was said, of corrupting Cesar’s wife
Pompeia, it was by Aurelia’s vigilance that he was
discovered and identified. We may imagine her as
a Roman matron of the older type, strong, self-
repressed, but yet womanly; devoted to her only
son’s best interests, and watching his career with
anxiety and admiration.

In this, if it was indeed her aim, she was in the
long run successful. Though Casar was the fore-
most man of what must be called a Greco-Roman
age, there was very little of the Greek in him. As
it was his special task in life to bring the western
peoples into prominence in the world’s history, and
to start them on a career in which they were to
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- leave behind them the effete and effeminate Hel-
lenistic world, so it was also his lot to fight down in
himself, with the help of ten years’ sojourn in the
West, the demoralising influences of a city steeped
in pseudo-Greek ways of living and thinking. His
character never became finally undermined ; and if
in this respect he rises far above the level of men
like Catilina, Clodius, Czlius, and many other con-
temporaries who will be mentioned in these pages,
it may not be going too far to attribute this in part -
at least to a mother’s influence for good—the best
chance for a youthful Roman of that unbridled age.

Of Casar’s education in the ordinary modern
sense of the word, we know hardly anything; and
this is only what might be expected, for the bring-
ing-up of the Roman noble was not a sufficiently
important matter to invite a biographer's research.
And indeed there was probably little to discover.
Plutarch, whose aim in writing his “ Lives” was an
ethical one, and who was specially interested in
education, has recorded little or nothing of Casar’s
early training. What we learn from other sources
can be very briefly summarised. Suetonius in his
work “On Grammarians” has given us some inform-
ation about the man who was tutor to Casar when a
boy. This man, Marcus Antonius Gnipho, was a Gaul
by birth—7. e., probably from the north of Italy. He
was not a slave, as was usually the case with the tutors
of the day; his ability and powers of 