


‘BIBLIOTECA GENTRALA |
UNIVERSITATII

DIN

BUCURESTI

No, Curent ”[3504 Format......
No. Inventar.%.g:?{é'z Anul ool




THE BOER STATES



BY THE SAME AUTHOR

ETHNOLOGY

MAN PAsT AND PRESENT

TuE EArLY CHARTERED COMPANIES
AFRICA. Two VOLS. STANFORD SERIES
Asia. Two VoLs. 55 5
HisTory OF THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE

ETHNOLOGY OF EGYPTIAN SUDAN






SH(?(VK_ 2

Soartio Bl

§ » :
akas ) : %
b |2 it oy
1
—y Nagata L""i@‘f 2 ’Eau)., 2.
=

A ¢ 'b?‘ %& I

etrlzunlopepe

Yorua,

.' / ’M'
o T

OVATYIMBA

SN
\ Oimbinas N

{amieny
| cezete
notshan

51 B
rabu

Yiwana PL
a 7~

A 2 U Loy . A c
: ) . g . r criges iRl Gaett 8o /L SéLed
()RANGE P e o > Nl 3 F3 Ky e &)

C.Voltas \Harrisok ~ ) 4 2 A

; , ‘ . - 5 E § ! Tmlatoosi K
3 s ' | N @ ¥ i P V :
M l’pr 3 3 3 : 7 ' X .
Port N et ; ; 7 3 7 acobe ST { : ‘
(Hovbe Bart - i s Z =

Sandown P\ ]

AFRICA

OF THE ZAMBESL

TICAL & INDUSTRIAL.

1 7,500,000 {120 Miles =1 Tnch).

| L e
— 100 200

ey 77 =
O Britisk Ty [ | South African Republic

cued =
Ej Portugt [__[ Orange Free State

Germarn ”
{pen  -ee--- Railways projected

George Fhilp #SonLendon&laverpoal.

Methuen & Co., London.




AT i

ﬁ%ﬁw‘;
THE ?ﬁiﬂ&ij
BOBIKCSTATES

LAND AND PEOPLE
BB: T CA CENTRALE

N ’\‘- d’uRD‘TA?Iﬁi
BUCUREST|

ﬁ
e

BY

¢
L]
{
vk
O

A. H. KEANE

LATE VICE-PRESIDENT, ANTHROPOLOGICAL INSTITUTE

WITH A MAP

METHUEN & CO.
36 ESSEX STREET, W.C.

94(6%>

1900




B.C.U.Bucuresti

HETNITIRY

C19155



PREFACE

HIS volume is not meant to be a
fugitive piece, to catch the passing

airs, like certain vers d’occasion. Written in the -

interests neither of Boer nor Briton, it aims
at presenting a permanent record, such as may
be consulted with confidence, of the more
salient aspects of the Land and People.
To do this effectively, it was necessary to
begin at the beginning, and also to take the
ethical factor into account. It so happens
that the Boers really have a racial beginning :
they are made up of old elements moulded
apart in a new environment, out of which
they have been evolved by now well-under-
stood continuous adaptive processes. They
are here, therefore, traced from their slow
development in the Cape region after the
landing of the raw material—Dutch, French,
German — which went to their making.
Hence some space is given to the Formation
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vi PREFACE

of Character, the understanding of which is
needed to intelligently follow their career
throughout the period of Independence.
There is in the Boer temperament a strain of
subtlety, of what is called “slimness,” of which
they are themselves fully conscious, and on
which they rely in their political and social
relations ¢nfer se and with the outer world.
The quality was acquired in colonial
times under an administrative system highly
calculated to foster such a mental twist, and
it found ample field for its expansion when
the Boers, trekking from the Colony, were
able to set up house for themselves on the
inland plateaux. In studying their dealings
with the lower and higher peoples with
whom they have been in continuous contact,
this factor, usually overlooked, has to be
steadily borne in mind, both as a danger to
be guarded against, and as a cue in forming
a_ just estimate of their deeds or misdeeds.
At times they seem almost like irresponsible
beings—like the Negro, non-moral rather than
immoral—capable of terrible atrocities in their
treatment of the heathen and the “Canaan-
ites”; capable of astounding duplicity in their
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negotiations with the paramount Power.
These things are often stigmatised in strong
language, being, after all, mainly due to a
mental obliquity of vision, which, however,
has to be reckoned with. Theirs is a low-
grade culture, in contending with which
peoples endowed with a higher moral sense
are often heavily handicapped. Frank and
straightforward themselves, they are unsus-
picious of guile in others, and are thus
liable to be duped, to commit “magnanimous
acts” which they have later to confess were
“mistakes,” and are constantly exposed to
all manner of snares, pitfalls, and “surprises,”
in diplomatic as well as in military operations.

For the same reason it was also necessary
to give a slight sketch of the physical sur-
roundings, on which the shaping of the
ethical characters so largely depends. But
here a formal treatise would be out of place,
and all that seemed needed was a broad
picture in outline of the inland plateay, its
encircling mountain barriers, climatic and
biological relations.

More detail was called for in the treatment
of the native populations, which were, and
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must continue to be, an immense factor in
all problems connected with the future pro-
spects of the lands south of the Zambesi.
Here, therefore, I hope the student of
politics and economics will find nearly all
that he requires on the origins, physical and
mental characters, past and present social
conditions, of the Vaalpens aborigines (hitherto
almost unknown), of the Bushman-Hottentot
natives, of the Zulu-Kafir, Bechuana and
other branches of the much more advanced
and progressive Bantu populations.

A word with regard to the arrangement of
the subject-matter, which, owing to repeated
overlappings, crossings, and re-crossings in the
flow of events, easily lends itself to much
confusion of treatment. To prevent the
picture from getting unduly crowded at certain
converging points, the plan has been adopted
of dealing with various important subjects
as a whole, according as they arise. An
irritating fragmentary treatment is thus
avoided, and an uninterrupted survey is given,
for instance, of the Constitution of the
Transvaal Republic from the ¢ Thirty-three
Articles” of 1849 down to the last modification
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in 1897. The reader will thus be able to
follow the changes consecutively, and clearly
see how they have been all in the same
direction, from a broad democracy in which
every adult had a voice, to an exceedingly
narrow oligarchy which effectually excludes
the majority of the people from the rights of
citizenship. Any slight inconvenience arising
from this method, in which events have
occasionally to be anticipated, will be obvi-
ated by reference to the Index and Contents
table. On thorny points I have here and
there preferred to quote recognised authorities
—Theal, Livingstone, Sir H. H. Johnston,
Mackenzie, and others ; and am also indebted
to Mr. N. W. Hill, of the Cape Civil Service,
for some valuable information embodied in
the Zerminology.

L B 3 U o

ARAM-GAH,
79 BROADHURST GARDENS, N.W.
February 1900.
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a=ain ask; aa=a in far; ¢e=a in day; i and fe = ¢e in
knee; oand oo = o in foe; = Fr. u in mur; ei, ey, ui,
and #y =a in day,; ex = Ger. ¢ in dde; ij =ay in day
(nearly) ; oe = 00 in pool.

& = Scotch ¢ in loch (Magersfontein = Machersfontein) ; j =y
in you; sch = sk in sky (nearly) ; w = » (often mute).

AFRIKANDER, at first an African-born white with a strain of
native (Hottentot) blood ; later, any African-born white,
Dutch or English, as in Afrikander Bond.

APPRENTICE, a slave retained (legally) in servitude for a term
of years after manumission ; later, an elastic expression
for freedmen and captives held indefinitely and illegally in
servitude.

ASSEGAI, a spear, both long (for throwing) and short (for
stabbing) ; is the Portuguese @ zagaia, *the javelin,”
where the def. art. @ (the) has coalesced, just as in Eng.
an has coalesced with ew? in newt (Old Eng. efata, ¢ft).

BEACHRANGERS, those- lack-land Hottentots who, in early
times, having no cattle for sale, loafed about the settlements
like “longshoremen” ; were always quarrelling with the
Saldaniers (which see).

BERG, mountain, applied to rugged lofty ranges such as the
Drakenberg ; cf. Eng. icederg and barrow.

BLIKOOREN, “ Big-ears,” a term applied by the Cape Dutch to
the Free Staters.

BLOEM, bloom, flower, as in Bloemfontein.
xv
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BOER, a freehold farmer ; cf. Ger. Bawer and Old Eng. buan,
to till, to build, whence éoor in its undegraded original
meaning.

BoscH, bush, scrub, undergrowth, as in Boschveld.

BURG, town, borough, as in Middelburg.

BURGHER, a burgess or freeman of a borough ; any citizen with
full civic rights. The great majority were, and still are,
freeholders of landed estates.

COMMANDANT, the captain of a commando.

COMMANDEER, to call to arms ; to requisition.

COMMANDO, a levy; a local or territorial division of the
militia, in which all adult burghers are liable to serve, each
in his own commando.

CORNET, FIELD CORNET, a local justice, who in time of war
becomes ex gfficio a commissioned officer under the com-
mandant.

DONGA, a gully or dry watercourse (Zulu).

DoPPERS, dissenters from the Dutch Reformed Church ; pious
folk. President Kruger is a prominent member of this
sect, and often preaches in their church at Pretoria,

Dorp, a small town or village, as in Krugersdorp; cf. Ger.
Dorf and Eng. thorp.

DRIFT, a ford, as in Rorke's Drift.

DROST, a district magistrate, a magistrate in general ; cognate
with Dutch drossaard = drossate + aard (hard suffix, as in
Bernhard, Everhard); with drossate of. Old Friesish
drusta and Old Ger. fruksazzo; so drost is a very old
survival in Taal, and does not come from modern
Dutch.

ENGELSCH, “English,” severe, stern, as in Hij het met
hom Engelsch gepraat, “He has spoken sharply to
him.”

HEEMRAAD, a rural or village court under the Landrost (see
below) ; in colonial times both a criminal court for petty
offences, and a civil and small-debt court for sums under :
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50 rixdollars (£3 10s.); Aeem = Home; for raad see
below. The members were unsalaried, but the office was
coveted as one of honour and distinction ; they were also
assessors for local and district rates.

HEs, a Hessian, in the sense of a lout ; see SwAAB, below.

IMPI, a native regiment (Zulu).

KABOE, KOEEOE, maize (Zulu?)

KARROO, arid land (Hottentot).

KrLoor, a cleft, gorge, or pass through a range.

KooPMAN, lit. a “ chapman,” dealer, merchant ; cf. Ger. Kauf-
mann; but in colonial times never so used ; always meant
a lieutenant, clerk, or other subordinate officer of the
Dutch East India Company. The explanation is, that
trade was a complete monopoly, and these officers (senior
and under merchants) had charge of the general stores,
which they bartered with the natives, and sold to the
settlers—hence in a sense they were dealers.

Kop, a crest, an eminence.

KorjJE, KOPPJE, a summit, an eminence (diminutive of kop =
head), “a little head,” hillock, knoll, bare or rounded rock,
littered with loose stones and boulders,

KRAAL, a native village, referred (doubtfully) to Port. corral,
a cattle pen.

KRANs, KRANTZ, rocky ridge crowning a hill; lit. a crown,
wreath, as crants in Hamlet, v. i.

LAAGER, a Boer camp. As originally formed, the laager was
impregnable to the assegai, but is of course useless
against artillery ; a square enclosure was formed by the
interlocked waggons, with branches of the thorny mimosa
wattled in where possible. On one occasion the trekkers
posted in such a laager slew three thousand of Dingaan’s
Zulus, losing only four men themselves.

LANDROST, a land (district) magistrate. See DROST.

MORGEN, a land measure of about two acres ; is the same

L(; word as morgen, morning, 7.., roughly, the morning’s work

e 5
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of a plough and team ; cf. Dutch dagmat, and medieval
Lat. diurnalis, a day’s mowing.

OLIFANT, elephant ; several rivers, so called from the pioneers’
custom of naming rivers from the animals first seen on
their banks.

Op (Oro, OB, Ip, EP, EB), river, water, as in Molopo, Gariep,
Nosop, etc. (Hottentot).

PLATZ, a place, a plot or farm.

POORT, a gorge Or pass through (not over) a range, as in
Komati Poort, from Lat. porfa, a gate (Fr. porte), but
originally a gateway, a passage, and in this sense adopted
in the Teutonic tongues ; cf. Ger. Pforte, and Eng. New-
port or “ New Gate,” in Lincoln.

RAAD, VOLKSRAAD, a council, meeting, national assembly ;
of. Ger. Rath, and Old Eng. red, later rede, read = advice,
t0 advise, etc., as in “ Therefore I rede beware” (Spenser).

RIXDOLLAR, 4 coin current in the Cape in colonial times, worth
about 1s. 6d. sterling, and divided into eight schillings of
a little over 2d. each ; 77r is a corruption of Reichs, “of
the empire,” as in Ger. Reichsthaler = Imperial thaler or
dollar. '

RONDABEL, RONDDAWEL, a round hut (Free State, Basuto-
land), most doubtfully referred to Eng. round hovel; is
now an outhouse detached from the dwelling, and used
as a kitchen.

RoO}, red, from Dutch roode, de being normally pronounced 7¢ ;
so goede = goeie (good).

ROOINEK, “Red-neck,” in reference originally to some
merinos introduced by an English farmer into the Free
State, and marked with a red brand on the neck. These
were spoken of as red-necks—an expression afterwards
extended to the English themselves, and then as a term of
contempt to the British troops in red uniform.

SALDANIERS, originally the Hottentots of the grassy Saldanha
Bay district, who had always plenty of cattle to sell to the
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Dutch East India Company’s people; later, any native live-
stock dealers. See BEACHRANGERS, above,

SAMBOK, SJAMBOK, a long lash of buffalo or hippopotamus
hide, used at first for driving the waggon teams on the
trek, and afterwards extended to the “apprentices” and
the natives generally ; from samba, buffalo (Hottentot).

SLIM, quick, knowing, sly, “smart” ; cf. Ger. schlimm, bad,
crafty ; doubtfully cognate with Old Eng. siim, * slime,”
whence the idea of muddy, slippery, in the material and
moral sense ; cf. the slangy “a slippery customer,” and
“O world, thy slippery turns !” (Coriolanus, 1v. iv.).

SPRUIT, a gushing brook, or any rapid stream, as in Koruef
Spruit; cognate with Eng. spurt, sprout.

STAD, a station, town, as in Marabastad; cf. Eng. stead
(Hampstead), and Ger. Stadr.

SWAAB, a Swabian, in the sense of a dolt, a blockhead. Hes
(see above) and Swaab have reference to the immigrants in
colonial times, from Hesse and Swabia, regarded by the
“slim” burghers as yokels, stupid country louts.

TaAL, Cape Dutch, called by the Netherlanders Afrikaansch,
as we sometimes speak of “ American” ; cognate to Ze//;
cf. tale, Ger. Zakl.

TREK, TO TREK, drag or draw; to drag (a waggon with all
the household); 7e. to migrate to a new settlement.

TREKKER, emigrant farmer on the move.

UITLANDER, Ouwtlander, a foreigner generally without full
rights of citizenship, but liable to taxation and (illegally)
to commandeering and other wrongs, for which there is no
redress, because the Chief-Justice is removable at the
pleasure of the Volksraad.

UM, river, prefixed as in Umkomanzi (Zulu).

VELD—1. Grassy open land, steppe, as in Hooge Veld, Bosch

Veld, etc. ; of. Eng. field,
2. A mountain range with more rounded contours than
the berg, as in Niewwuveld; cf. Eng. fell.
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VLEY, VLEL a shallow depression where the rains lodge, and,
after evaporation, leave a saline efflorescence ; a saltpan ;
cognate to Eng. valley.

VOOR-TREKKERS, those who led the van in the Great Trek
(1835-38) 5 woor = Eng. fore, as in Sorerunner.

VREJ, VRY, free, as in Vrejheid, Vryburg.

WET, GRONDWET, law ; “ground law,” i.e. organic or funda-
mental law, and collectively the Constitution.

ZARP, a policeman, the police ; a term coined by the English
of Johannesburg from the initials Z. A. R. P.on the caps
of the local police, standing for Zuid Afrikaansche
Republiek Politie, «Gouth African Republic Police.”

7EEKOE, “sea-cow,” 7.¢. hippopotamus, as in the Zeckoe River

(see p. 185).




THE BOER STATES

CHAPTER 1

AFRICA SOUTH OF THE ZAMBESI

The Plateau and Encircling Ranges—The Karroos—The
Drakenberg Highlands—Political Divisions—Areas and
Populations—The Boer States—General Remarks.

FRICA south of the Zambesi forms a
vast tableland some 1,360,000 square
miles in extent, with a probable population of
7,000,000 — 850,000 Europeans, mainly of
British and Dutch stock ; 70,000 Asiatics ; all
the rest aborigines. The tableland has a
mean altitude of about 4000 feet, and is
buttressed seawards by a great mountain
system, which generally follows the contour
lines of the continent at distances of from
100 to 250 miles from the coast.
The inner encircling range, which falls

through secondary parallel chains, or through
I
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steeply scarped terraces, down to the sea-
board, is continuous on the east and south
sides facing the Indian Ocean and the Austral
waters, and on the west side as far north as
the Olifant River. Here the coast ranges,—
Bokkeveld, Cedar, and Olifant, — without
forming an unbroken rampart, rise to over
6ooo feet in some of their peaks, such as
the Sneeuw-kop (6100) and the Winter-hoek
(6900).

But here the outer scarps have been greatly
eroded, and at Cape St. Martin, eighty miles
north of the Cape, the ceaseless action of the
waves has eaten into the land, completely
effacing the old shore-line, and forming the
fine but dangerous inlet of St. Helena Bay,
where the transport Jsmore grounded in
December 1899, and rapidly went to pieces on
the reefs projecting like sharks’ teeth above
the surface. North of the Olifant River the
coast ranges become more fragmentary, and
are completely interrupted at the broad gap
where the Orange River reaches the Atlantic.
Here also the main range is least elevated,
presenting in some districts the aspect of low
rocky hills almost lost amid the shifting dunes
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of the sandy Namaqualand plains. Thus the
Kamiesberg, south of the Orange estuary,
falls to 4000 feet of absolute elevation—that is,
scarcely more than 400 feet above the sur-
rounding plateau.

But from this western range the rise in
altitude is continuous through the Roggeveld,
the Nieuwveld, the Sneeuwberg, and the
Stormberg, which traverse Cape Colony from
west to east, round to the Quathlamba (Kath-
lamba) or Drakenberg range, where the whole
system culminates in peaks from 10,000 to over
11,000 feet high, at the converging frontiers
of Basutoland, Natal, and the Free State.

The characteristic terrace formations are
nowhere so highly developed as in the south-
western parts of Cape Colony, where the
space intervening between the outer, central,
and inner parallel ranges is everywhere
occupied by those dry level plains which
are called karroos (from a Hottentot word
meaning arid land), and rise in successive
tiers with the increasing altitude of the
enclosing escarpments, expanding as they rise.
On the maps two only are indicated — the
Little and the Great Karroo. But there are in
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reality many such upland plains extending from
the seaboard right up to the Orange River,
though interrupted here and there by small
masses of traps, dolerites, and other igneous
rocks, which in some places assume the aspect
of gigantic natural colonnades. _ The interven-
ing karroos, which gradually merge in the
continental plateau towards the south-western
frontiers of the Free State, were in remote
times flooded basins, forming shallow marshy
lagoons, where swarmed myriads of strange
extinct reptiles, unlike any others in the
whole world. Although many were of huge
size, all appear to have been herbivorous and
of amphibious habits, and they lived probably
in the triassic or early secondary epoch, when
but few mammals and no birds had yet made
their appearance on the earth. The dicyn-
odonts, as they are named, were of a general-
ised type intermediate between the lizard and
the turtle, and had long tusks or fangs pro-
jecting downwards from the upper jaw, the
lower jaw having no teeth.

In the dry season the karroos present the
aspect of dreary dusty plains, destitute of any
economic value whatever. But there is a
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brighter side to the picture, and with the
return of the rains the whole scene is almost
suddenly changed. The wilderness blossoms
into flower, and all the land, which is naturally
fertile, becomes carpeted with the character-
istic bulbous and other plants of the rich
Cape botanical world. Much of this vegeta-
tion has adapted itself to its surroundings,
and by developing thickened leaves, stems,
and roots, is able to contain great stores
of moisture. It is thus kept alive beneath
the surface during protracted periods of
drought, while affording excellent pasturage
to sheep and goats during the rainy season.

Beyond the central Sneeuwbergen, whose
highest peak, the Compass (gooo feet) is the
culminating point of Cape Colony proper, the
whole system ramifies into two branches, one
running south-eastwards to the coast at the
Great Kei River, and rising in the Groot
Winterberg to a height of over 7800 feet.
The other branch, which forms the water-
parting between the Great Fish and Orange
Rivers, trends first east then north - east,
here taking the name of the Stormbergen,
and gradually merging in the Drakenberg
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highlands between Basutoland and Kaffraria.
In the Molteno district its northern slopes
are highly carboniferous, and the coalfields,
which appear to extend a great distance to the
north in the direction of Burghersdorp and
the Orange, are the chief source of supply
for the Cape, and even for the neighbouring
Orange Free State, which possesses some
small deposits of rather inferior quality in the
Kronstad and Heilbron districts.

In Basutoland, the “ Switzerland of South
Africa,” the normal contour-line of the en-
circling highlands is broken by the Maluti
(“Blue”), a secondary range of considerable
altitude, which is developed 'north of and
parallel to the Drakenberg. Both chains are
connected north -eastwards by a transverse
ridge, above which tower the loftiest summits
in South Africa—Potong (10,100 feet), Cath-
kin or Champagne Castle (10,520), and
Hamilton (10,700?). It is the huge table-
shaped Potong (*“ Antelope”) to which the
French missionaries amongst the Basutos
have given the name of Mont aux Sources,
because here rise the farthest headstreams
of the Tugela, flowing through Natal to the
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Indian Ocean, and of the Orange, descend-
ing athwart the continent westwards to the
Atlantic.

From the northern extremity of the trans-
verse ridge these Alpine heights are continued
between Natal and the Free State by another
lofty range, which is regarded as a northern
extension of the Drakenberg, and is so named,
although really continuing the northern trend
of the Maluti chain. This section falls to
a mean altitude of about 8coo feet, and is
pierced by several steep passes practicable
for waggon traffic. Of these gaps, which
give access from Natal to the Free State,
and in the extreme north to Transvaal, the
best known going northwards are: the
Bezuidenhouts and Tintwa at Mount Tintwa
(7500 feet), near the sources of the Tugela;
Van Reenens (5500), by which the Natal
central railway sends a branch from Ladysmith
through Besters to Albertina and Harrismith,
on the plateau; De Beers; Cundycleugh;
Sunday’s River; Mullers; Bothas ; and Laing’s
Nek, at Majuba Hill (7000).

Beyond Natal the escarpments of the
plateau again fall to 5000 or 6occo feet, and
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assume a somewhat fragmentary character
along the eastern border of Transvaal, where
they have been subject to much weathering
and erosion. Here the spurs and offshoots
present in places the aspect of marine head-
lands, whence the term Kaap, *“ Cape,” applied
to the cliffs in one auriferous district. Beyond
the Limpopo the system is still continued
between Rhodesia and Portuguese territory
northwards to the Lower Zambesi. From
the inner slopes of the encircling ranges
thus roughly outlined the continental plateau
stretches away in all directions with little
interruption northwards to the Zambesi. It
has a total area of about 900,000 square
miles, and the tilt of the land being west-
wards in the south and eastwards in the
north, the drainage is almost entirely through
the Orange to the Atlantic, and through the
Crocodile (Limpopo) and the Zambesi to the
Indian Ocean.

Politically the tableland comprises the whole
or parts of eight distinct territories, with
which, for convenience of reference, in the
appended table of areas and populations, is
included Natal, although no part of that
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Colony extends beyond the encircling range

into the plateau.

Area in Sq. Population

Political Divisions.
olitical Divisions, Miles. (1891-98).

(Cape Colony, with British
Bechuanaland, Griqua- | 3D 3166 600
g land West,and Pondoland, 2 L
3 all now incorporated
?, Bechuanaland Protectorate 213,000 200,000
E < Basutoland 10,000 250,000
3 Natal, with Zululand and
2‘5 British Tongaland, now } 50,000 1,026,000
q incorporated
Southern Rhodesia (\/Iata- } 1t o0 akbpes
\ bili and Mashona Lands) : :
> '
§3
QT Lorenzo Marques (Delagoa
2N Bay, etc.) and Zambesia . bcacaitli 4 s
&5
e b Y )
German S.-W. Africa . 3 . 322,000 200,000

(Transvaal) with Swazi-
land : y
Orange Free State . ; 48,000 207,000

South = African Republic
119,000 1,004,000

Total . : ; . 1,364,000 6,943,000

In order the better to understand much
that is to follow, the relative positions of
these territories should be carefully studied
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on the accompanying map. Here the two
Boer States are seen to occupy a considerable
area—167,000 square miles, or nearly 50,000
more than the whole of the British Isles—
in the south-eastern part of the tableland.
They are flanked along the entire length of
their eastern and southern frontiers by the
loftiest sections of the above described sea-
ward escarpments of the plateau, and are
consequently accessible from the east and
south-east — that is, from the conterminous
territories of Natal and Cape Colony, only
by difficult mountain passes.

On the other hand, they are entirely open
to the north and west, as well as to the
south-west, where the frontiers are either
purely conventional lines, drawn not by
nature but by the hand of the diplomatist,
or else river beds, such as those of the
Limpopo in the extreme north towards
Rhodesia, and the Upper Orange in the
extreme south towards Cape Colony. The
two Boer States themselves are separated
by no physical barriers, but only by the
course of the Vaal affluent of the Orange,
which, except during the freshets, is pass-
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able by ‘“drifts,” as the fords are locally
called.

There is, however, north of the Vaal, the
Witwatersrand (“ White Water Ridge "), which
is disposed transversely to the enclosing
ramparts, and although of no great eleva-
tion, forms a distinct water-parting between
the Orange and Crocodile basins. The
streams rising on its southern slopes—
Klip, Mooi, Hart—flow through the Vaal
and Orange to the Atlantic; while the Apies,
Elands, and Marico reach the Indian Ocean
through the Limpopo. But practically the
whole region from this river southwards to
the Orange forms a single geographical
unit, which along the entire length of its
western frontier is scarcely anywhere dis-
tinguishable from the rest of the continental
tableland.

Here the boundary towards Bechuanaland
is in fact best indicated by the long line
of railway which runs from Cape Town to
Buluwayo, and skirts the two Boer States
just within the Bechuanaland confines.
Between its present terminal stations this
line has a total length of 1360 miles, thus
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distributed :—Cape Town to De Aar junc-
tion; 500; thence to Belmont beyond Hope
Town on the Orange, 9o; thence to Kimber-
ley, beyond the Modder, 56 ; thence to Mafe-
king, 224; thence to Buluwayo, 490. At
Gaberones, north of Mafeking, the last section,
continuing its northerly course to Rhodesia,
runs at some distance to the west of the
Transvaal frontier, which here begins to
trend rapidly round to the north-east. But
from Hope Town to Gaberones, a stretch
of 430 miles, the traveller journeying by
this line looks east and west without any-
where sighting any conspicuous physical land-
mark to tell him whether he is traversing
British or Boer territory.

It will be further noticed that all the central
part of the plateau between the Orange and
the Zambesi is occupied by the Bechuanaland
Protectorate in the north, and in the south by
British Bechuanaland and Griqualand West
—that is, the region between the Molopo and
the Orange, the whole of which is now in-
corporated in Cape Colony. The Boer States
are thus cut off from further expansion in this
direction, and effect can no longer be given
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to the project at one time entertained, of join-
ing hands with German South-west Africa
across the Kalahari Desert. Similarly, any
further extension beyond the Crocodile north-
wards was arrested by the settlement of
Southern Rhodesia, now also proclaimed Brit-
ish territory right up to the Zambesi.

Lastly, the strenuous efforts made by the
Transvaal Government to shift its eastern
frontier to the coast, so as to obtain an in-
dependent outlet to the Indian Ocean, either
at the St. Lucia lagoon in Amatongaland, or
even, by some arrangement with Portugal,
at Delagoa Bay, has resulted only in the
annexation of a part of Zululand (Vryheid),
and the establishment of complete civil and
military control over the kingdom of Swazi-
land. These two districts lie beyond the
plateau, occupying the terraces on the seaward
slope of the Randberg,—that is, the northern
extension of the Drakenberg,—but are cut off
from the sea itself by the Lobombo range,
which here forms the frontier towards British
and Portuguese territory — Zululand, Ama-
tongaland, and Delagoa Bay.

This overflow of Boer power beyond the
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rim of the plateau may be likened to the
side eddies resulting from the clash of two
unequal currents. It is obvious that the
success of the schemes which aimed at the
joint spread of Dutch and Teutonic sway from
ocean to ocean, must have had the effect of
stemming the stronger British current already
setting in the transverse direction from the
Cape northwards. It will be seen farther on,
that other side eddies—Goshen and Stellaland
—were developed on the west (Bechuanaland)
side of the South African Republic, but were
quickly absorbed in the imperial stream flow-
ing towards the Zambesi, and have left nothing
but a name (Vryburg) to recall their fleeting
existence.

The broad outcome is that both Boer States
have remained geographical and political
enclaves on the great continental plateau,
severed from all direct access to the sea, and
barred from contracting any effective alliances
with foreign powers possibly hostile to the
British overlordship in South Africa.




CHAPTER 11

THE ORANGE FREE STATE

Boundaries—Area—Physical Characters—General Aspect—

The Kopjes—Drainage—The Orange, Vaal, and Modder
Rivers.

LTHOUGH presenting considerable
conformity in their main geographical
features, the twin Boer States reveal on closer
inspection certain differences, especially in
their geological constitution, which have been
of paramount importance in their historical de-
velopment. While the region beyond the Vaal
is found to be one of the most highly mineral-
ised in the world, the Free State has hitherto
yielded nothing but a few diamonds along
its western border, and especially at Jagers-
fontein towards the southern frontier. No
doubt the neighbouring district of Kimberley,
where is stored up an apparently inexhaust-
ible supply of these gems, forms geographic-
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ally a westward extension of the State. But
all claims to this district were withdrawn for
an indemnity of £100,000 in 1877, when its
value was probably not yet fully understood.

By previous conventions, the boundaries
were made to coincide with the Drakenberg
towards Natal in the north-east; with the
Caledon affluent of the Orange towards
Basutoland in the east; with Basutoland in
the south-east; with the Orange from Basuto-
land nearly to Hope Town towards Cape
Colony in the south; with a conventional
line from Hope Town to Platberg on the Vaal
towards Griqualand in the west; and with
the Vaal from Platberg nearly ;to Standerton
towards the Transvaal in the north. Within
these limits the Free State forms a somewhat
irregular oblong, extending about 400 miles
in the direction from south-west to north-east,
and 200 miles from west to east, with a total
area of nearly 50,000 square miles, and is
consequently almost exactly the size of Eng-
land without Wales.

Like the conterminous parts of the central
plateau, the Orange State is essentially a
steppe land, level or undulating, covered for
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the most part with herbage, somewhat dry
and in places even bare. Hence it is mainly
a vast grazing ground, affording a succulent
pasturage for many millions of merino and
Cape sheep, goats, horned cattle, and horses,
but so ill adapted for tillage that scarcely one-
hundredth part of the whole area is under
cultivation. ~ Rich agricultural tracts are
mainly confined to the banks of the Caledon
River, where the land under wheat is increas-
ing, and where the vine and fruit trees also
thrive.

But elsewhere, and especially towards the
south-western frontier, the country presents
an extremely dreary and even desolate aspect,
and this character is maintained on both
sides of the Orange River below the Caledon
confluence. Thus the extensive tract stretch-
ing from Kimberley for 150 miles across the
river towards De Aar railway junction, may
possibly contain vast underground treasures,
but on the surface has little to show except
a monotonous succession of rugged, waterless,
and mostly treeless plains, dotted with boulders,
and here and there relieved by the so-called

kopjes—rocky, weather-worn knolls or hills,
2
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seldom rising more than 600 or 700 feet
above the surrounding land, isolated or in
groups, or even forming short detached
ridges intersecting the plains at all angles.
These eminences are often flat-topped and
strewn with boulders of all sizes, which were
deposited by unknown (possibly glacial)
agencies, but being loose and slippery greatly
increase the difficulties of the ascent.
Hence the kopjes, which are a highly charac-
teristic feature of South African scenery, may
easily be converted into little natural citadels,
and are thus admirably suited to Boer
methods of warfare. In December 1899 the
Spytfontein and Magersfontein ridges were
transformed to fortified lines, like those of
Torres-Vedras, which long held in check Lord
Methuen’s column advancing to the relief of
Kimberley.

Being flanked east and south by the
loftiest sections of the coast ranges, which
form a complete divide between the Orange
basin and the Indian Ocean, and having
a general westward incline, the Free State
sends the whole of its drainage through
the main stream to the Atlantic. From the
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number of tributaries figuring on the maps,
and winding in various directions over the
steppe, the whole land might seem to be
fairly well watered. But it is not so.
Nearly all of these tributaries are mere wadys
or gullies, which are almost waterless for a
good part of the year, and fail to reach the
main arteries except during the freshets,
which occur at irregular intervals from
November to April.

This description applies to some extent even
to the Orange itself, which is one of the great
arteries of the continent, at least as regards its
length, but belongs to the Free State only as
a frontier stream in its upper reaches. The
name conferred upon it in honour of the house
of Orange dates only from the latter part of
the eighteenth century, before which time it
was known as the Groote-rivier, a literal
Dutch translation of the Hottentot Gariep,
“Great River.” It is formed by the junc-
tion of the Senku (“ Blackwater”), the Kor-
net-spruit, and one or two other mountain
torrents, which have their source in the
Potong highlands, and after traversing Basuto-
land between the Drakenberg and Maluti
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ranges, converge in a single channel above
Herschel.

Near Bethulie, where it is spanned by the
railway from East London, the Orange is
joined by the Caledon from the north-east,
after which it receives no more direct con-
tributions from the Free State. But through
the Vaal, which joins its right bank a few
miles beyond the frontier, the Orange receives
during the floods all the waters of the steppe
rivers—Valsch in the north, Vet with its Sand
River branch some miles lower down, and in
Griqualand the Modder, which is joined by the
Riet ten miles south of Kimberley. It was at
this confluence, where the banks are fringed
with a natural quickset hedge of bushy willows,
that was fought the sanguinary battle of the
Modder between Lord Methuen's forces and
the Free Staters on 28th November 1899.

Although swollen by all these affluents along
a circuitous course of several hundred miles,
the Vaal itself reaches the Orange in a very
exhausted condition during the dry season
between May and October. But during the
intermittent rains, the Vaal, that is, the “ Gray-
water,” often rises suddenly many feet above
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its normal level, and is then transformed to
an imposing stream, tearing away its muddy
banks and sending a great volume of turbid
swirling waters down to the confluence. Thus
it is that none of these steppe rivers are
navigable at any time of the year, being too
shallow, if not waterless, in the dry, too im-
petuous in the wet season. Nor will they be
of much use for irrigation purposes until proper
appliances are introduced for regulating their
discharge and husbanding the flood - waters
which now run waste. By capturing the inter-
mittent supplies, many upland districts in Cape
Colony, which formerly suffered from long
droughts, have now an abundance of good
water all the year round, and like results may
be obtained by an enlightened administration
in the Boer States. It has been calculated
that by tapping some of the veld streams
near their sources, many hundred thousand
acres of now arid lands might be brought
under cultivation.



CHAPTER 111

THE TRANSVAAL : SOUTH AFRICAN REPUBLIC

Boundaries— Area— Swaziland—Mountain Ranges—General
Aspect—The Hooge Veld, Banken Veld, and Bosch Veld
—Drainage—The Limpopo and its Transvaal Affluents—
Mineral Wealth—The Transvaal Goldfields—The Rand—
Prehistoric Prospectors in Transvaal.

MID a general sameness in the configura-
tion of the land, the region beyond the
Vaal differs in some important respects from
the Free State. The surface is certainly more
rugged and broken, and we can here speak
even of “rands,” that is, ridges of moderate
- elevation, which, however, are sometimes high
enough to form water-partings, and are other-
wise of great interest to the geologist and the
political economist.
As at present delimited, the South African
Republic, as it is officially designated, presents,
like the sister State, th% outlines of an irregular
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oblong, which is disposed in the same direction
from south-west to north-east. But in the
north it is truncated by the west to east trend
of the Limpopo frontier river; while in the
south it develops a crescent, which, following
the great bend of the Vaal, presents its con-
cave side to the Free State, overlapping it on
both sides.

Including the dependencies of Vryheid and
Swaziland, the boundaries of Transvaal proper,
as defined by the 1884 Convention and more
recent agreements, follow the course of the
Limpopo, separating it on the north and north-
west from the present territories of Bechuana-
land and Rhodesia to its junction with the
Limvubu. Westwards the frontier is formed
partly by the Marico headstream of the Lim-
popo, and partly by a conventional line drawn
from Gaberones southwards to the Vaal at
Platberg. From that point the southern
frontier coincides with the Vaal and its Klip
headstream as far as Natal, where it follows
the upper course of the Buffalo. The northern
extremity of Natal thus penetrates like a wedge
for some distance between the two Boer States,
and this arbitrary arrangement, which resulted
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from the annexation of the “New Republic’
(Vryheid), has been the subject of much ad-
verse comment.

In 1885 a considerable body of Boer farmers
had crossed the Randberg, and established
themselves in the northern part of Zululand
between that range and the Lobombo coast
chain. Here was founded the settlement of
Vryheid, as the capital of a little independent
state, to which was given the title of the “ New
Republic,” the object being to become eventu-
ally incorporated with the Transvaal, and thus
to extend its territory in the direction of the
Indian Ocean. This object was fully accom-
plished when Great Britain consented in 1890
to a rectification of the eastern boundary as
laid down by the 1884 Convention. The new
line was drawn from the Randberg south to
the Lobombo range, which was then made the
frontier towards British Zululand, with the
result that the Natal ‘“wedge” became